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THE FIRST-EVER LINCOLN MKC. LIVE IN YOUR MOMENT. 


Feel free to take on whatever chaos comes your way, with the turbocharged EcoBoost® engine 
and active noise control technology in the 2015 MKC. Experience the MKC at LincoIn.com/MKC. 
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PITCH PERFECT 2: RICHARD CARTWRIGHT (3); FLOWERS: WILLIAMS + HIRAKAWA 


PITCH PERFECT 2 


The second time is 
rarely the charm for 
sequels, but this 
follow-up to 2012’s 
sleeper songfest is 
faster, funnier, and 
somehow even more 
packed with 
aca-action than the 
original. Have a 
pitchin’ summer. 
(PG-13) 


MY PARIS DREAM, by Kate Betts 
In this glittering coming-of-age tale, the 
former Harper's Bazaar editor in chief 
recalls moving 


to Paris after 
college gradu- 
ation in 1986, 
determined 
not only to 
master the 
French lan- 
SLOW WEST Beta Bandmember- | guage but : 
turned-writer-director John Maclean also to make 
proves to us that Michael Fassbender was an indelible 
born to play a cowboy. Kodi Smit-McPhee mark on the 
(Let Me In) and Ben Mendelsohn (Bloodline) world of fash- 
round out the stellar cast. (R) ion journalism. 


/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week / 


Must List 


THE DESIRED EFFECT, 

Brandon Flowers The Killers’ 
frontman returns with his second solo 
album, a brisk collection of ebullient big- 
tent pop-rock reminiscent of hits from the 
| ’80s and his band's best early singles. 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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“SHIP TO 

WRECK,” 
Florence + 
the Machine 
She may not be 
much of a sailor, 
but we'll take Flo 
on as first mate if 
every song on her 
upcoming How 
Big How Blue How 
Beautiful (due 
June 2) sounds as 
gorgeously full- 
throated as this 
killer track she 
recently powered 
through on SNL. 


MOONE BOY Sure it’s about alittle bo 


y (David Rawle) and his imaginary friend 


(Chris O'Dowd), but the laughs are big and real on the charming, nostalgia-tinged Irish 


comedy, which is back on Hulu for its third seaso 


n. 


sxc 
APP “ 

Saturday Night WHICH WOULD YOU RATHER WAICH? 

Live's mobile 


app just got an 
excellent update 
that boasts 

an additional 
400 sketches in 
the 40-season 
archive and 
allows users 

to stream con- 
tent on iPads 
and Android 
devices for the 
first time. 


DEJA VU, Giorgio Moroder feat. 
Sia The dreamy video for this modern 
disco jam, produced by genre icon 
Moroder (Donna Summer’s “Last Dance,” 
Irene Cara’s “Flashdance...What a Feel- 
ing”) with vocals from Sia, is a perfect 
summery combo of sexy and surreal. 


Lia 
ee 
‘ 


THE WORLD 
IS A WEDDING, 
by Wendy Jones 
The author’s witty 
sequel to The Thoughts 
and Happenings of 
Wilfred Price, Purveyor 
of Superior Funerals 
stars Price as a married 
man whose ex-wife has 
a secret that will affect 
his new family. 


Dujardin get 


THE CONNECTION Debonair French star Jean 


s his juiciest role since his 2012 Best Actor 


Oscar win for The Artist in this thrilling, across-the-pond version 
of The French Connection. As a magistrate assigned to bust 
aheroin ring, Dujardin is the epitome of grit and retro cool. (R) 
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 WELOVECOOKIES: 
YOU LOVE COOKIES. 
.» | LET’S SPOON. 


Our new Cookie Cores have a uniquely spoonable cookie center surrounded by 
chunk-filled ice cream. It’s a whole new way to love cookies. So start spooning. 


All Sugar and la are traded in compliance with Fairtrade Standards, 50% excluding liquid 
Visit info.fair Ben & Jerry’s Homemade, Inc. 2015 Cows: oWoody Jackson 1997 2081 


5 ASCENT GUM 


ince 


AN ESCALATING WINTERMINT 


STIMULATE YOUR SENSES 


©2014 Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company. All Rights Reserved. 5° Ascent? Wintermint? Stimulate Your Senses” and all affiliated designs are trademarks of the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company or its affiliates 
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News and 
Columns 


1 The Must List 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY “ 6 Editor’s Note 
: SEW at 25 
’ 10 Sound Bites 
Features : 13 News & Notes 
18 Are You Ready TV shows we're looking 
for a Superhero m forward to this fall... 
Explosion? Last week 68 The Bullseye 


it seemed every do- 
gooder in the extended A 
universe got rebooted, Reviews 
renewed, or revealed. , 46 Movies 
To help you ep it ' 52 TV 

all straight, here’s a . 
roundup of all the latest 60 Music 
news on Avengers, , : 64 Books 
Suicide Squad, Super- , 

girl, and more! 

BY KEVIN P. SULLIVAN 


20 COVER Melissa 
McCarthy With her 
hilarious new secret- 

agent comedy, Spy, 
McCarthy proves 

(again) why she’s the 
fastest and funniest 
comic actress of her 
generation. BY SARA 
VILKOMERSON 


26 Entourage The 
boys (and girl!) are back 
and on the big screen 
for the first time. 

BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


30 Maisie Williams 
What's it like to grow up 
on Game of Thrones? 
We ask Williams, who 
plays the wildest 
woman in Westeros. 
BY JAMES HIBBERD 


34 Summer Music 
Preview Over slabs of 
good ol’ Texas BBQ, 

Ed Sheeran dishes on 
his massive tour, his 
tattoo rules—and why, 
he still feels like a shy 
guy with a guitar. 

Plus: the 15 best 
festivals, the 10 hottest 
tours, and the 12 
biggest albums. 


—_ 
— 


ONE GIRL TO RULE THEM ALL 
Maisie Williams (ak.a. Arya 

Stark) is a force to be 
reckoned with on Game 
of Thrones 
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Editor’s Note. 


FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER > Oo @HenryGoldblatt 


EW IS UPFRONT & 
CENTER 


For me, the most magical time of the year isn’t Christmas 
or my birthday’, it’s the upfronts—that week in May when 
TV network execs gather in NYC to unveil their new fall 

shows. Watching all of the pilots is like getting to unwrap 


25 presents really quickly. 


This year, EW and its sister brand 
PEOPLE came together to fete the stars 
of the upcoming 2015-16 TV season. 
Actors from hits like Empire, black-ish, 
American Horror Story, Mad Men (R.1P.), 
and Scandal (with me, above right**) 
mixed with the stars of new shows, such 
as America Ferrera (NBC’s Superstore) 
and Rob Kazinsky*** (Fox’s The Franken- 
stein Code), at the High Line Hotel in the 
Chelsea neighborhood of NYC. Special 
thanks to our presenting sponsor 
Nexxus, as well as Ketel One and Twitter, 
for keeping everyone well coiffed as well 
as hydrated and hashtagging. 

Look for coverage from our TV news- 
hounds Lynette Rice, James Hibberd, 
and Natalie Abrams in this issue (page 18) 
and throughout the summer on EW.com. 


And you can watch the trailers for all of 
the networks’ new offerings at ew.com/ 
upfront-trailers. That’s where I’ll be 
hanging out for the next few days— 
unwrapping all of these great gifts. 


Aig, 
shy ey 


hin fp tad 


". 
HENRY GOLDBLATT 


* Nov. 12. I’m a Scorpio 
who enjoys long walks 
on the beach. 


** Dear Tim Gunn, Is it 

a faux pas to wear ging- 
ham before Memorial 
Day? Signed, Checked 
Out in Chelsea 


** Pop culture’s 
hunkiest Frankenstein 
to date 


Party Pics 


Katie Lowes, Shonda Rhimes, Henry 
Goldblatt, and Darby Stanchfield 


| 
America Ferrera and Ben Feldman; Jamie 
Lee Curtis and Ryan Murphy 


Anthony Anderson and Tracee Ellis Ross 


Questlove 
and Janina 
Gavankar 
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Entertainment Weekly at 25 


THIS WEEK IN OUR HISTORY...STARRING THE CENTRAL PERK GANG 


THE CAST OF FRIENDS indeed, uh, made it rain around this time back in 2000. 

Our cover story 15 years ago chronicled how the six stars banded together to 
negotiate a 650 percent raise, each jumping from $100,000 an episode to 
$750,000. (Two years later, they hit a cool million per ep.) Plenty of sitcom casts 
before and after have teamed up to campaign for a bigger payday—most 
recently, the Big Bang Theory crew “pulled a Monica” and crossed the 
seven-figure mark. Here’s a look at some of the top earners. —SHIRLEY LI 


(1997) 


Jerry Seinfeld was already earning $1 million 
an episode, and costars Michael Richards, 
Julia Louis-Dreyfus, and Jason Alexander 
wanted in. The trio managed to increase 
their salaries by 300 percent heading into 


season 9, from $150K to $600K per episode. 


(2007) 


With star Steve Carell making a reported 
$175,000 an episode, costars John 
Krasinski and Jenna Fischer—in true 
Jim-and-Pam mode—together upped their 
episodic salaries from some $20,000 to 
about $100,000 each. 


(1998) 


Paul Reiser and Helen Hunt caught the salary 
bug, walking away with $1 million per episode 
for the show's seventh and final season, a 
$750,000 raise for both. 


(2012) 

The adult cast members (except Ed O'Neill, 
who already earned more) sued Twentieth 
Century Fox Television before season 4. 

Their efforts paid off: Each more than 
doubled their salary reportedly from $65,000 
per episode to more than $150,000. 


(2002) 

And here’s the landmark moment. Each of 
the sextet earned $1 million an episode, 
again presenting a united front to crack 
seven figures. 


(2014) 


Just before the eighth season, Jim Parsons, 
Johnny Galecki, and Kaley Cuoco joined 
the seven-figure club after the trio delayed 
the first week of production. As Sheldon 
would say: Bazinga! 


| Tablet | | Radio | | | EW.com 
See) EW ON THE GO THE PERFECT HOST EW’S SEASON- 
You can always keep EW Bring late-night energy to FINALE AWARDS 
close by, thanks to our your afternoon and tune What show had the best 


Unleashed 


FIND US ON THE WE 
TABLET, RADIO, pe IPHONE 


digital edition, available 

on your tablet and phone. 
Access is included for print 
subscribers. To find it, 
download the Google 

Play Newsstand app, or 

go to Apple Newsstand 

or ew.com/ewdigital. 
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in to EW Radio's town-hall 
special with Seth Meyers 
(left). The event, emceed 
by the Today show's Hoda 
Kotb, airs May 22 at 1 p.m. 
on SiriusXM Channel 105, 
and is also available at 
siriusxm.com/ondemand. 


cliff-hanger or the funni- 
est season ender? Head to 
ew.com/tvfinaleawards 
May 18 to nominate 

your picks for these and 
other categories. Voting 
for the top nominees 
begins May 22. 
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WE’VE GONE TO GREAT LENGTHS 


THE 2015 CHEVROLET MALIBU WITH AN EPA-ESTIMATED 36 MPG HIGHWAY. 
The Chevrolet Malibu offers seamless stop/start technology that can 
automatically shut off the engine when the car is stopped to increase fuel 
efficiency.* So by stopping, you’ll be able to keep going and going. 


CHEVROLET MALIBU vi 


“Malibu with 2.5L engine 25 MPG city. “The 
among “i Study 
of ownership about experienced in the past 12 months. study results are based 
consumers 


The Week’s Best 


“Are they 
fighting or 
falling back 
inlove?” 


—Jay (Ed O'Neill), 
unable to 
understand the 
Spanish quarreling 
between Gloria 
(Sofia Vergara) 
and her ex 
(Benjamin Bratt), 
on Modern Family 


“You looking 
for me?” 


—Kalinda (Archie Panjabi), 
running into Charles (Wallace 
Shawn) in the grocery 
store, on The Good Wife 


“You look like a sexy 
traffic cone.” 

—Cooper (Reese Witherspoon), 

remarking on Daniella’s 


(Sofia Vergara) formfitting 
orange jumpsuit, in Hot Pursuit 


“Stop quoting 
the Bible, it 
doesn’t suit you.” 


—Claire (Caitriona Balfe), to Murtagh 
(Duncan Lacroix), on Outlander 


“Uh-oh, Elena’s 
human again. Am 
I sensing another 
brother swap?” 


—Stefan (Paul Wesley) on 
The Vampire Diaries 


“If anybody’s going 
to sit on Ryan 
Gosling’s face, it’s 
going to be me.” 


“| wouldn’t let 


you runa bath —Grace (Jane Fonda), 

¢ taking possession of her 
without the Coast husband's new chair 

Guard and the with the actor’s 


mug on the cushion, on 
Grace and Frankie 


fire department 
standing by. But 

yet here you are, 
running America.” 


—Amy (Anna Chlumsky), 
telling off Selina Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus), on Veep 


N ob 
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“| knew American 
Idol would never 
last without 
me #CANCELLED” 


—Onetime host Brian 
Dunkleman on Twitter 
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DARIUS RUCKER 


ap housan? pose 


) { 
14. - PNC BANK ARTS CENTER 


5. 7.11 XFINITY CENTER 
5.15.- - FIRST NIAGARA PAVILION §=7.22 NIKON AT JONES BEACH. THEATER 
$.22°- * MIDFLORIDA CREDIT UNION AMPHITHEATRE™ 7.26 - - USANA AMPHITHEATRE 
5.23 - “CORAL SKY AMPHITHEATRE = 7.28 - ISLETA AMPHITHEATER 
5.29 - - THE PAVILION AT MONTAGE MOUNTAIN 7.32- - SHORELINE AMPHITHEATRE 
6.05 - - WEST RIVERWALK PARK 8.01 - VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATER 
6.06 - ~ MOLSON CANADIAN AMPHITHEATRE 8.02 - - SLEEP TRAIN AMPHITHEATRE 
6.19 - - GEXA ENERGY PAVILION 8.20- - BLOSSOM MUSIC CENTER 
6.20 - - CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL PAVILION §=8.22- - DARIEN LAKE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
6.26 - - HOLLYWOOD CASINO AMPHITHEATRE §=8.28 - - WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE 
6.27 - - KLIPSCH MUSIC CENTER 8.29 - - PNC MUSIC PAVILION 
6.28 - - RIVERBEND MUSIC CENTER 8.30 - - FARM BUREAU LIVE 


evo MY)“ incur sussect 10 cuanse ny 


Not 
movie star 
rich. 
Movie 
marathon 
rich. 


i 


Lifes 
Y’” Rich 


MURPHY: JON KOPALOFF/FILMMAGIC.COM; THE GRINDER: RAY MICKSHAW/FOX; RUSH HOUR: NEIL JACOBS/CBS; THE FOLLOWING: GIOVANNI RUFINO/FOX; CRISTELA: ADAM TAYLOR/ABC; THE MUPPETS: 


ERIC MCCANDLESS/ABC; SCREAM QUEENS: STEVE DIETL/F OX; HEARTBREAKER: MICHELLE FAYE/NBC; BLINDSPOT: VIRGINIA SHERWOOD/NBC; AMERICAN IDOL: MICHAEL BECKER/FOX 


“a 
———/ S RYAN MURPHY’S PERFECT AMERICAN CRIME STORY CAST [P. 15] {——— 


News & Notes 


TV VERDICTS ARE IN for the fall: Broad- 
casters dumped a slew of shows last week 


i h e [ a I I I V (Forever? It couldn’t even last two seasons!) 
while enlisting replacement troops that 
al @-= U p guarantee your TV nights will look much 


. 3 different come autumn. There’s ABC’s 
Networks unveiled their fall schedules at last tm Muppets, a clever meta take on the 
week’s annual advertiser upfronts in New _ classic characters; NBC’s promising Jaimie 


2 ’ ’ Alexander mystery thriller Blindspot (a.k.a. 
York. Set your DVR now: Here’s what you'llbe = aren” Cae ae al 


watching—and what you'll be missing. Fox's Emma Roberts horror-comedy 


BY NATALIE ABRAMS & JAMES HIBBERD Scream Queens. But most new shows ran 
with a herd of like-minded titles as part of 
a developing trend, such as... 
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News & Notes 


@® MEN MAKING A COMEBACK 

In 2011 Fox initiated a new wave of 
comedies starring adorkable single young 
women when it launched New Girl. Now 
the boys are back in town: Fox has three 
new comedies about charming single 
men, played by John Stamos, Rob Lowe, 
and newcomer Jack Cutmore-Scott. Most 
promising is Lowe’s The Grinder, which 
centers on a TV lawyer who takes over 
his family’s small-town law firm when his 
hit show ends. Fox CEO and chairman 
Dana Walden told advertisers it has the 
“funniest script” she’s ever read. (And 
every Simpsons writer goes, “Humph!”) 


@ SUPERHEROES, STILL 

We're not ready to let go of our spandex 
just yet. (For more heroic news, visit page 
18.) Looking to snag some younger eyes, 
CBS gave the go-ahead to Supergirl, which 
focuses on Superman’s younger cousin, 
played by Melissa Benoist, who shares his 
powers but not his global popularity. The 
project hails from Greg Berlanti and 
Andrew Kreisberg, meaning Supergirl will 
live in the same universe as their CW proj- 
ects The Flash and Arrow—clearly the 
making of an epic cross-network cross- 
over. The CW also has the referential DC’s 
Legends of Tomorrow, a spin-off of Arrow 
and The Flash that takes your favorite sec- 
ondary heroes and villains from both 
shows and throws them in a blender—er, 
a time machine—as Rip Hunter (Arthur 
Darvill) assembles a disparate group to 
confront an unstoppable threat. At least 
one spin-off was resisted, however: ABC 
halted plans to expand Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.E.L.D. to a second show. 


@ MEDICAL SOAPS, STAT! 
There’s blood in the water—or in the 
operating room, anyway. With McDreamy 
out of the picture, everybody is taking 
aim at being the next Grey’s Anatomy, the 
only sex-in-scrubs soap left since The 
CW's Hart of Dixie got axed. CBS has Code 
Black with Marcia Gay Harden, Fox has 
Rosewood with Morris Chestnut, and 
NBC has both the Dick Wolf spin-off 
Chicago Med and Heartbreaker with 
Meredith Grey look-alike (and former 
Grey’s star) Melissa George. 


TV Bloodbath 


Every May we're forced to say 
farewell to some of our favorite 
shows as they’re yanked from 
lineups. This year, more than 30 
got the ax. Some of the shockers: 


FOX American Idol delivered series- 
low ratings of 11.6 million viewers 
this year. The curtain will finally 
close on the reality singing compe- 
tition after 15 seasons with a final 
send-off season that feels “special 
and celebratory,” says Fox CEO and 
chairman Gary Newman. Also gone 
from Fox: the Kevin Bacon drama 
The Following and the quirky comedy 
The Mindy Project—but both are 
being shopped elsewhere, with the 
latter being eyed for Hulu. 


ABC Low-rated cult favorite 
Forever found its creative stride 
just in time to be canceled, and 
Friday-night comedy Cristela, 
whose titular star suggests viewers 
never caught on because her family 
wasn’t the “Latino Huxtables,” also 
got the boot. 


NBC This year was not kind to the 
Peacock, which saw the cancellation 
of About a Boy as well as its entire 
freshman class, save for Debra 
Messing’s The Mysteries of Laura. 
It also endured the end of long- 
running series Parenthood and 
Parks and Recreation. Constantine 
may still have a chance at being 
picked up elsewhere, bolstered 

by Arrow star Stephen Amell’s offer 
to appear if it returns. 


CBS The Eye aims to give CS/ a fit- 
ting send-off after becoming one of 
the longest-running crime dramas— 
likely with a two-hour movie. 
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(Clockwise from top left) Forever; 
The Mindy Project; About a Boy; CSI 


@®LIGHTER LAUGHS 

NBC shocked the industry by revealing 
a fall schedule with only one hour of 
comedy—buried on Friday, no less— 
something that hasn’t happened since 
1978. (The Waverly Wonders, anyone?) 
Why so little? Think about it: What’s 
your favorite current NBC comedy? 
So, yeah, that’s why. In fact, NBC has 
shed its entire comedy lineup, including 
About a Boy, Marry Me, and One Big 
Happy. The only survivor is Undateable, 
which will shift to a live format. “There 
was never any intention to abandon 
comedy; we just came to the conclusion 
that it’s better to launch them [mid- 
season] when they’re better protected,” 
explained NBC Entertainment presi- 
dent Jennifer Salke. 


@SCHEDULE SHIFTS AND 
SHOCKS 

X-Files fans have waited years to see 
Mulder and Scully reunite, and now 
they’re going to have to wait one more: 
Fox is holding the eagerly awaited six- 
episode return until January 2016. Net- 
works continue to obsess over lucrative 
Thursday-night real estate, with NBC 
putting its own sci-fi series revival 
Heroes Reborn into a brutal 8 p.m. Thurs- 
day slot against geek competitor The Big 
Bang Theory while keeping The Blacklist 
against ABC powerhouse Scandal 
(which is staying right where it is). Fox is 
shoving its struggling Sleepy Hollow into 
the same buzz mill. Look out, Ichy, Olivia 
Pope has collected more scalps than the 
Headless Horseman. 


@®REBOOTS 

The lineup is looking a lot like yester- 
year’s box office, and these three familiar 
titles can be summed up by “Cops solve 
crimes!” There’s CBS’ Rush Hour, about 
two mismatched L.A. detectives (Justin 
Hires and Jon Foo); Limitless, about a 
pill-popping superhuman (Jake McDor- 
man); and Fox’s Minority Report, where a 
seer (Stark Sands) teams with a detec- 
tive (Meagan Good) to stop crime before 
it happens. But can he foresee whether 
these new shows will still be on the air by 
this time next year? & 
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SIMPSON, CLARK, KARDASHIAN, COCHRAN: LEE CELANO/WIREIMAGE.COM (4); GOODING: CARLO ALLEGRI/AP; PAULSON: AMY SUSSMAN/INVISION/AP; SCHWIMMER: MATT CARR/GETTY IMAGES; SHAPIRO: RICK MEYER/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; TRAVOLTA: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES; 
VANCE: FREDERICK M. BROWN/GETTY IMAGES; RESNICK: JOE TABACCA/AP; BRITTON: PAUL A. HEBERT/INVISION/AP; JENNER: RON GALELLA, LTD./WIREIMAGE.COM; BLAIR: JON KOPALOFF/FILMMAGIC.COM; BROWN: POOL/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; BREWSTER: EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION/AP; 


KAELIN: VINCE BUCCI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; MAGNUSSEN: DAVID M. BENETT/EQUIPMENT/GETTY IMAGES 


Meet the Cast: American Crime Story 


FX’s highly anticipated miniseries American Crime Story: The People v. O..J. Simpson has started production in 
L.A. Executive-produced by Ryan Murphy and Brad Falchuk (American Horror Story) as well as Scott 
Alexander and Larry Karaszewski (Big Eyes), the retelling of the famous murder trial will feature a cast of 
eerie perfection. We break down the dream team and their real-life counterparts. —TIM STACK 


O.J. Simpson, the defendant 


Cuba Gooding Jr. is set to tackle the role 
of the football star and accused murderer 
of Nicole Brown Simpson, his ex-wife. 


Marcia Clark, the prosecutor 
American Horror Story’s Sarah Paulson 
will work with Murphy once again, this 
time to portray deputy DA Clark. 


Robert Kardashian Sr., 

defense lawyer 
The late Kardashian, who was Simpson's 
friend and attorney, will be played by Ross 
Geller himself, David Schwimmer. 


Robert Shapiro, defense lawyer 


John Travolta will make his television 


return as part of Simpson's defense team. 


Kris Jenner, the victim’s friend 
Selma Blair will take on the role of Jenner, 
the ex-wife of Kardashian and a close 
pal of Nicole's. 


Johnnie Cochran, defense 


Courtney B. Vance will no doubt mutter 
the late Cochran's famous glove-related 
line, “If it doesn’t fit, you must acquit.” 


Denise Brown, the sister 
Furious 7 actress Jordana Brewster 


is stepping in as Denise Brown, 
Nicole's sister. 


Faye Resnick, the victim’s friend 


Nashville actress Connie Britton is set to 
portray Resnick, Nicole's good friend. 


Kato Kaelin, the houseboy 
Simpson's houseguest, who was on the 
property at the time of the murder, 
will be played by Billy Magnussen (Into 
the Woods). 


May 22, 2015 EW.COM | 15 


Fred Armisen 
and Bill Hader 
onlFC’s Docu- 
mentary Now! 


“AUTHENTIC. LOVING. Celebratory. 
Time-specific.” That’s how Fred 
Armisen describes Documentary 
Now!, an IFC comedy (debuting 

Aug. 20) that spoofs and pays tribute 
to the genre with a six-episode 
showcase of mockumentaries about 
fictitious historical subjects (often 
rooted in real life), each unspooled in 
a different filmmaking style. At 
bottom right, the duo—who star and 
serve as creators/executive producers/ 
writers alongside fellow SNL vet Seth 
Meyers—slip into the ’70s rock scene 
with “Blue Jean Committee.” And 
their “Sandy Passage” installment, 
above right, winks at Grey Gardens. 
“Those women had such integrity,” 
says Meyers. “It’s really fun to watch 
Fred and Bill play women who are 
holding on to this idea of their own 
nobility.” However loosely that may 
be. “The wardrobe department loved 
that episode,” says Hader. “They would 
put sweatpants on my head and I was 
like, ‘What is this? This is so insane’ 
And then I watched Grey Gardens 
and, yeah, she has, like, sweatpants 
on her head.” —DAN SNIERSON 


Oval Office 
Romance 


Last week actor Parker 
Sawyers signed on as Barack 
Obama ina different kind of 
political biopic. Southside 
With You is inspired by 
Obama's first date with 
Michelle (Tika Sumpter). 

The news got us wondering: 
What would movies about 
other presidential love stories 
be called? —KEVIN P. SULLIVAN 


First Me, 
Then You 
BILL AND HILLARY 
CLINTON 
What happens 
when you both want 
to be president? 


Cousin Lovin’ 
FRANKLIN 
AND ELEANOR 
ROOSEVELT 
A romance that 
proves fifth cousins 
once removed are 
barely related. 


Fred Armisen 
and Bill Hader 
channeling Grey 
Gardens (top) 
and the ’70s 
rock era (left) 


_ Aint . 
Misbeh-Abe-in’ 
ABRAHAM 
AND MARY TODD 
LINCOLN 
He can’t lie, and she 
can’t resist. 
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(Clockwise from left) Marvel's Agent Carter's Peggy Carter, Suicide Squad's Deadshot, Spider-Man, Supergirl, Legends of Tomorrow's Atom, and Suicide Squad’s Harley Quinn 


SUPERGIRL: BONNIE OSBORNE/CBS; SUICIDE SQUAD: CLAY ENOS/™ & © DC COMICS; BRANDON ROUTH: CATE CAMERON/THE CW; HAYLEY ATWELL: KELSEY MCNEAL/ABC 


Are You Ready For aA 


UPERHERO 
EXPLOSION? 


Last week, it seemed every do-gooder in the extended universe got rebooted, 
renewed, or revealed. To help you keep it all straight, here’s a roundup of all the latest 
news on Avengers, Suicide Squad, Supergirl, and more! By Kevin P. Sullivan 


SUICIDE SQUAD 

> CAST REVEALED 
After paparazzi shots from 
he set of the new Warner 
Bros./DC movie popped up 
online, director David Ayer 
Fury) tweeted a photo of his 
cast of supervillains-turned- 
black-ops agents: Slipknot 
Adam Beach), Captain 
Boomerang (Jai Courtney), 
atana (Karen Fukuhara), 
nchantress (Cara Delevingne), 
ck Flagg Joel Kinnaman), 
arley Quinn (Margot 
obbie), Deadshot (Will 
mith), Killer Croc (Adewale 
innuoye-Agbaje), and 
Diablo lay Hernandez). 
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SPIDER-MAN REBOOT 

> POTENTIAL 
DIRECTORS NAMED 
One website published a 
supposed short list of direc- 
ors for Sony and Marvel's 
upcoming Spidey reboot that 
included Jonathan Levine 
Warm Bodies), Ted Melfi 

St. Vincent), Jason Moore 
Pitch Perfect), John Francis 
Daley and Jonathan M. Gold- 
stein (Vacation), and Jared 
Hess (Napoleon Dynamite). 
Marvel's Daredevil exec 
producer Drew Goddard 

had been previously cited as 
a candidate. He's on tap to 
direct the Spider-Man spin-off 
The Sinister Six for Sony. 


LEGENDS 

OF TOMORROW 

>» CW LANDS SERIES 
The Flash/Arrow spin-off will 
follow a group of heroes and 


Illustration by LEA MEUR 
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villains (Brandon Routh, Went- 
worth Miller, and Dominic 
Purcell, among others) banding 
together to save the world. 
The team coalesces at the 
behest of Rif Hunter (Arthur 
Darvill), who has seen the dark 
future. Legend's is now the 
fourth superhero series for 
Flash/Arrow executive producer 
Greg Berlanti, who also has 
Supergirl this fall (see below). 


SUPERGIRL 

> HEROINE SCORES 
HER OWN SHOW 
Melissa Benoist (Glee) will fly 
on CBS this fall on the newest 
female-led series of the 
current superhero TV renais- 
sance. The show will center 
on Superman's Kryptonian 
cousin, who shares his 


interplanetary powers. 


POWERS 

>» PLAYSTATION 
SHOW RENEWED 

The PlayStation Network series 
starring Sharlto Copley (District 
9) as a superhero detective 
will return for a second season 
next year. Though Sony 

hasn't released any official 
viewer figures, the company 
announced that the premiere 
was the most watched ever 

on the PlayStation Network. 


CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
CIVIL WAR 

> MASSIVE CAST 
UNVEILED 

The full roster for the third 
Captain America movie 
includes The Winter Soldier 


cast members Anthony 
Mackie (Falcon), Sebastian 
Stan (Winter Soldier), Frank 
Grillo, and Emily VanCamp, 
most of the Avengers, and 
unexpected additions Paul 
Rudd (Ant-Man), William Hurt 
(Thunderbolt Ross), and 
Sherlock's Martin Freeman in 
atop secret role. Daniel Bruhl 
also joins as longtime Cap 
nemesis Baron Helmut Zemo. 


AVENGERS 
> NEW MOVIES WILL 
BE SHOT IN IMAX 
With Captain America: Civil 
War already set to feature 
5 minutes of IMAX footage, 
arvel Studios announced 
it is going all-in for the next 
Avengers installments, Infinity 
War, Parts | and II, which will 
be shot entirely in the larger 
ormat. In a statement, direc- 
ors Joe and Anthony Russo 
The Winter Soldier) called 
heir supersize Age of Ultron 
ollow-up an “incredible 
climax” to the previous 10 
years of Marvel movies. 


AGENT CARTER/AGENTS 
OF S.H.I.E.L.D. 
> BOTH SERIES 
WILL RETURN 
ABC is bringing back its two 
arvel shows despite some 
atings woes. Agent Carter, the 
prequel starring Hayley Atwell, 
had seemed in danger of 
cancellation because its 
imited run didn't earn the 
audience numbers that Agents 
of S.H.ILE.L.D. did. S.H.LE.L.D. 
ecently rebounded by leaning 
into its superhero roots. 


DAREDEVIL 

> ROSARIO DAWSON 
WILL BE BACK 

Marvel and Netflix an- 
nounced in April that Dare- 
devil will receive a second 
season sometime in 2016, 
and now we can count on 
nurse Claire Temple (Rosario 
Dawson) to be in on the 
action. Even better, Temple's 
ties to the Marvel Universe 
don’t stop there. Dawson's 
new deal stipulates that her 
character can appear in any 
number of upcoming Netflix 
series, which include A.K.A. 
Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, and 
lron Fist. 
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: WITH HER 
o HIEARIOUS 
NEW SECREJe® 

ASCENT 


OMEDY, SPY, 
: MELISSA 


McCARTHY 
- PROVES. 
(AGAIN) WHY 
“SHE'S THE A 
FASTEST ANDA 
FUNNIEST 
COMIC 


—— ACTRESS 
¢ OF HER 
GENERATION. 


BY SARA 


gt ROME Rao N 


So, you hav etty 
early t§ catch Melissa 
McCarthy—like, crack-of- 
dawn early, ina downpour, in 
Atlanta. If you can get to the 
set of her new movie by 

7 a.m., you'll find her ina 
nondescript white trailer, 
surrounded by wigs and 
lashes and eye shadow, ina 
state of midtransformation. 
“| love all of this so much,” 
she says, gesturing to 

her hair and the cosmetic 
detritus around her. “| have 
no interest in doing a 
character that’s anything like 
me. | became an actor to 
get to weirdly step into 
someone else’s whole thing 
for a little bit.” She looks at 
herself in the mirror and 
laughs, dimples deepening. 
“What a ridiculous job!" 


cc cc cr 
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It’s ajob she has become ridiculously good 
at. Since her Oscar-nominated break- 
through in 2011’s Bridesmaids, McCarthy, 
44, has won an Emmy for her titular role 
on the CBS comedy Mike & Molly and has 
been nominated three times for her 
appearances on Saturday Night Live. Her 
film with Sandra Bullock, The Heat, was 
the highest-grossing live-action comedy of 
2013. Now she has four movies in various 
stages of production, beginning with Spy 
(out June 5). The action-packed comedy, 
which reunites her with Bridesmaids and 
The Heat director Paul Feig, marks her 
biggest leap yet: solo top billing in a major 
studio film. It is also her most ambitious 
project to date, shot entirely abroad, 
primarily in Budapest, with a reported 
budget of $65 million. 

McCarthy plays Susan Cooper, an over- 
looked, underappreciated CIA analyst 
who, when the agency faces a massive 
security crisis, volunteers to be put in the 
field as a secret agent. She gets off to a 
rocky start but soon discovers, to every- 
one’s surprise (including her own), that 
she’s more than competent, she’s awe- 
some. Along for the ride are Jude Law as 
overly suave superagent Bradley Fine, 
Jason Statham as macho rival agent Rick 
Ford, and Rose Byrne as the absurdly 
coiffed Bulgarian baddie Raina Boynov. “I 
refer to this movie as Harry Potter for 
adults because it’s that thing of ‘Oh my 
God, I’ve got special powers and now I’m 
actually getting to use them,” says Feig. 

It’s tempting to try to draw some 
parallels to McCarthy herself. She’d been 
working steadily for nearly 15 years before 
Bridesmaids launched her to the top tier of 
film actresses. But this isn’t a story about 
McCarthy suddenly discovering that she 
has the talent, wit, strength, and sparkle of 
a leading lady. This is a tale about Holly- 
wood catching up. “I wasn’t surprised 
by her success at all, not an ounce,” says 
Gilmore Girls creator Amy Sherman- 
Palladino, who cast McCarthy as Sookie 
St. James in 2000. “This is a town that isn’t 
gracious to women who don’t fit into a 
specific mold. So the surprise to me was 
that any [comedic] actress broke through 
who wasn’t a really pretty girl who trips 
over a coffee table.” When Sherman- 
Palladino wanted to hire McCarthy, she 


had to soothe nervous network types first. 
“Now I feel vindicated,” she says. 


McCARTHY WAS BORN and raised in 
Plainfield, Ill., and part of her innate 
charm, both on screen and off, is her 
wide-eyed Midwestern friendliness. She 
dropped out of college and at age 20 
moved to New York, where she focused 
primarily on dramatic Off Broadway 
roles. In 1996 she moved to Los Angeles, 
worked every odd job that came her 
way—including at a Starbucks and a 
YMCA—and finally found her home with 
the renowned comedy troupe the Ground- 
lings. At the time she auditioned for 
Gilmore Girls, she’d done only a few parts, 
but she came across as anything but 
green. “The casting director and I had 
already seen so many people, it was 
depressing,” Sherman-Palladino says. 
“Melissa came in and she was so confident 
that it was like, ‘Well, f---, that’s it,” 
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Bit parts and supporting roles in movies 
such as The Back-up Plan and Life as We 
Know It followed (see sidebar, page 24), but 
the seismic shift in McCarthy’s career 
came when Groundlings alums Kristen 
Wiig and Annie Mumolo recommended 
that Feig and producer Judd Apatow take 
a look at her for their upcoming film, 
Bridesmaids. She arrived without makeup 
and channeling Food Network star Guy 
Fieri. In the midst of her big moment 
she began improvising and found herself 
talking, somehow, about dolphin sex. On 
the drive home she berated herself for 
going too far and too weird. 

But Feig remembers it differ- 


rest of the cast, either. “Once we got into 
our rehearsals with all the women, sud- 
denly Judd and I were like, ‘Oh, s---, this 
woman is a powerhouse.” 

Feig and McCarthy soon teamed up 
again for The Heat, which ended up grossing 
nearly $160 million, and in the meantime, 
Mike & Molly continued to be a ratings draw 
for CBS. During a dinner at Feig’s house 
after The Heat had wrapped, the director 
idly mentioned that he was working on the 
script for Spy, though at the time he wasn’t 
even considering McCarthy because of her 
busy production schedule on her TV show. 
“T wouldn’t let him get off the topic,” she 


ently. “I know she left feeling 
like she f---ed up,” he says. “But 
that audition was one of those 
moments where you're like, ‘Okay, 
that person just changed their 
life’” She didn’t fade when she 
stepped into the room with the 


“Some strange person 


riddled with tics? Those are 
the people—and I mean 
this lovingly—I could watch 
all day,” McCarthy says. 


(Clockwise from left) Melissa 
McCarthy with Nargis Fakhri; with 
Jude Law and Paul Feig; McCarthy 


says. “The more he told me, the more I 
needed to know what happened next. 
Finally by the end of dinner I was like, ‘I 
need to read it” The next morning I called 
him and begged to play her.” She didn’t have 
to beg very long, Feig says: “The minute she 
said she wanted to do it, it was a done deal.” 

McCarthy says she fell hard for Spy’s 
Susan Cooper—‘I really kind of miss her 
now”—which she has a habit of doing when 
she locks into a character’s messy complex- 
ity. “Family, friends—we’re all the sum of 
our weird quirks,” she says. “I don’t want to 
watch the perfect person. But some strange 
person who is riddled with tics? Those are 
the people—and I mean this lovingly—that 
I will follow around the Big Lots store, that 
I could watch all day.” Inevitably McCarthy 
becomes protective of her creations. “I’ve 
been lucky enough to play women that I 
truly love even if their actions aren’t always 
so great,” she says. “I don’t know if I could 
play a character that I didn’t like.” 


se 
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Feig says this is exactly why he and 
McCarthy are well suited for each other. “I 
have an inherent hatred of comedy where 
the performer clearly has a disdain for the 
character they’re playing,” he says. “That’s 
what a lot of comedy in past years has felt 
like to me: somebody who's funny going, 
‘Tm playing this really stupid character. I 
know he’s stupid and you think he’s stupid, 
so let’s have fun laughing at him, Melissa 
and I don’t like that. We want people to care 
about them—you laugh with them and 
laugh at their expense occasionally, but you 
still want them to succeed.” 


McCARTHY AND HER HUSBAND, Ben 
Falcone, met as members of the Ground- 
lings and have been married for a decade, 
but they still gaze at each other with a kind 
of newlywed adoration. They have two 
daughters—Vivian, 8, and Georgette, 5— 
and as a rule, they try to make sure that 
they’re traveling and working together as 
much as possible. “It’s a family business,” 
she says. Falcone, in fact, is directing the 
movie McCarthy is making in Atlanta 
today, Michelle Darnell, which is based on a 
character the actress whipped up during 
her Groundling days. Watching the couple 
work, you get a faint sense of what life 
at home must be like. During shooting, 
Falcone can’t stop giggling at the monitor 
during a scene in which McCarthy’s mouth 
is pried open to get her teeth whitened. 
“She’s the funniest person I know,” he says 
later, as they sit side by side at a table 
behind the set. “I laughed so hard today I 
cried. I think I ruined takes.” (We're pretty 
sure he did too.) 

On screen they’ve appeared together a 
handful of times, most memorably in 
Bridesmaids, in which McCarthy, as Megan, 
seduces Falcone’s Air Marshall Jon and 
their romance culminates in a raunchy sex 
scene involving deli meats. McCarthy has, 
for obvious reasons, never shown it to her 
daughters. “I’m wondering how tough high 
schoolis going to be [for them] when people 
eventually show them the sandwich scene,” 
she says. “You horrify your children no 
matter what you do so...well, we just really 
went for it.” 

The couple’s last outing as director and 
star was 2014’s Tammy, and its reception 
was, um, not great. McCarthy has now 
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TOP SECRET 
ROLES 


BEFORE BRIDESMAIDS, MELISSA McCARTHY POPPED 
UP IN SOME ODD PLACES. —c. MOLLY SMITH 


+@D 
2000 
Charlie's 
Angels 


& 


2002 
White 
Oleander 


<a 
2003 
The Life 
of David 
Gale 


McCarthy's 
achingly 
awkward 50 
seconds in 
this cult 
classic 
marked her 
film debut. 


The 
seemingly 
sunny Doris 
quickly 
turns sour 
on Lucy 
Liu’s Angel, 
Alex. 


When Astrid 
(Alison 
Lohman) 

is shot, Mc- 
Carthy is the 
paramedic 
onthe 
scene. 


Her goth girl 
Nico gives 
tours of a 
murder 
scene in the 
Kate Winslet/ 
Kevin Spacey 
thriller. 


As bongo- 
beating New 
Ager Carol, 
McCarthy 
got the big- 
gest laughs 
in the J. Lo 
rom-com. 


McCarthy's 
DeeDee, the 
aggressively 
friendly 
neighbor, 
stole the 
show. 
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sworn off reading negative press. “I’ve 
stopped because I finally said, “This is not 
making me better. This hurts my heart,” 
she says. Several of the reviews attacked 
her appearance and offered unwanted 
commentary on their marriage, and when 
McCarthy talks about it now, it’s clear how 
much it still angers her. She did, however, 
get some closure. 

At the Toronto Film Festival last 
September, a critic who had written a 
particularly vicious review of Tammy 
approached McCarthy to praise the new 
movie she was there to promote, St. Vin- 
cent. “Are you the one who wrote I was only 
a good actor when I looked more attractive 
and that my husband should never be 
allowed to direct me because he allowed 
me to look so homely?” she asked him. He 
admitted he was. “Would you say 
that to any guy? When John C. - 
Reilly—or any actor—is playing a 
character that is depressed and 
dejected, would you say, ‘Well, you 
look terrible!’?” She asked if he 
had a daughter. He did. “Watch 
what you say to her,” she told him. 
“Do you tell her she’s only worth- 
while or valid when she’s pretty?” 


In her relatively few years in the spot- 
light, McCarthy hasn’t spoken out much 
about the sexism in Hollywood and 
the media. But it’s apparent that she’s been 
thinking about it. A lot. “It’s an intense sick- 
ness,” she says. “For someone who has two 
daughters, I’m wildly aware of how deep 
that rabbit hole goes. But I just don’t want 
to start listening to that stuff. ’'m trying to 
take away the double standard of ‘You're an 
unattractive bitch because your character 
was not skipping along in high heels.” 

There will likely be no high heels in her 
next collaboration with Feig, the highly 
anticipated reboot of Ghostbusters costar- 
ring Kristen Wiig, Kate McKinnon, Leslie 
Jones, and Cecily Strong. When McCarthy 
showed her kids the 1984 classic and told 
them that she’d be in the new film, the 


“I'm trying to take away.the 
double standard of ‘You're 


an unattractive bitch 


because your character was 
not skipping along in high 


heels,’” McCarthy says. 


exchange went something like this: 

Kids: So are you the ghost? 

McCarthy: No, I’m a Ghostbuster. 

Kids: You mean the ghost? 

McCarthy: No, the one in the jumpsuit. 

McCarthy imitates their expressions— 
halfway between puzzlement and 
disbelief—and laughs. “They’re like, ‘Mmm, 
nuh-uh’” 

Her daughters may not know it yet, 
but their mom has been a game changer 
in Hollywood, helping to usher a ground- 
swell of female-centered comedies into 
the culture. And there’s zero question 
that she’s the driver of her own stardom. 
She’s got her foot on the gas, and she’s 
flooring it. “She's taking advantage of her 
success in a very, very smart way,” says 
Feig. “I admire that because over and 
over again I’ve seen a lot of people squan- 
der the big moment through ego and bad 
timing and not being aware of what they 
had.” So her schedule may be pretty 
packed for the foreseeable future, but 
you won’t find her complaining. “I’m not 
a big sleeper, thank God,” she says. “But 
how do you say no to such crazy-fun 
things?” She laughs. “It’s all good stuff. I 
can sleep later.” & 
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Kevin Dillon, Jeremy 

Piven, Adrian Grenier, 
Emmanuelle Chriqui, 

Kevin Connolly, and Jerry 
Ferrara photographed on 
March 3, 2015, in Pasadena 


§ THE BOYS 
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SCREEN FOR 
aleteies i Me. 


BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIC RAY DAVIDSON 


The Hollywood Hills loom like gentle 


giants behind us, cutting a silhouette 
against a sky the color of a robin’s egg. 
The sun hangs low like a radioactive 
grapefruit while a bird sings softly from 
its perch atop a giant margarita on the 
roof of a nearby Mexican restaurant. 


There's barely any traffic. It’s a beautiful 
and peaceful late afternoon on the 


“Tt’s the middle of the f---ing afternoon! Why the f--- 
are these f---ers dressed for the f---ing nightclub?! 
F---!” inquires Doug Ellin, creator of HBO’s Entourage 
and director of the new movie adaptation of the 
series. At the moment, he’s shooting a film version of 
one of the show’s classic sequences, the walk-and-talk 
featuring all five of the core group. Ellin is dissatisfied 
with the wardrobe for the corralled young female 
models—all in heels and minidresses—who are being 
released into the frame at measured intervals, like 
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handfuls of doves in a John Woo movie. 

Ellin eventually decides it’s not that big 
of a deal (“F--- it!”) and moves on with the 
shot. After all, this is Entourage, where the 
women are always a little hotter, the con- 
sumption is always a little more conspicu- 
ous, and the reality is always a little more 
exaggerated. For eight seasons Vince 
(Adrian Grenier), E (Kevin Connolly), Turtle 
(Jerry Ferrara), and Johnny Drama (Kevin 
Dillon), along with agent provocateur Ari 
Gold (Jeremy Piven), navigated the 
hyperbolic universe of the show’s Holly- 
wood, charting the ups and downs (but 
mainly ups) of Vince’s career and the 
accompanying after-parties and bro 
brunches, occasionally featuring the show’s 
one non-disposable love interest, Sloan 
(Emmanuelle Chriqui). In the movie (out 
June 3), the boys follow Vince into the next 
chapter of his career: directing and starring 
in a film produced by Ari and bankrolled 
by a Texas tycoon (Billy Bob Thornton) and 
his son (Haley Joel Osment). 

But right now the group is rounding the 
corner for what might be the last time, 
headed for a parked convertible that they 
will get into and drive off into the sunset 
(on Sunset), in a shot that mirrors the 
show’s title sequence. 
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(PREVIOUS SPREAD) PIVEN’S JACKET AND PANTS: JOHN VARVATOS; SHIRT: ROGUE; GRENIER’S JACKET: BUCK MASON; SHIRT: ORIGINAL PAPERBACKS; PANTS: DOCKERS; 


SHOES: CONVERSE BY JOHN VARVATOS; CHRIQUI’S JACKET: IRO; SHIRT: MICHAEL STARS; PANTS; AG JEANS; EARRINGS: JACQUIE AICHE; RINGS: ARIEL GORDON; 
CONNOLLY’S JACKET: ROGUE; SHIRT: BUCK MASON; PANTS: LEVIS; FERRARA’S JACKET: BILLY REID; SHIRT: ORIGINAL PAPERBACKS; PANTS: LEVI’S; (THIS SPREAD) 


CLAUDETTE BARIUS (4) 


“Tt feels like we’ve been shooting season 
9 but on steroids,” says Connolly. “Every- 
thing’s just bigger.” Two and a half years 
passed between the series finale and the 
beginning of production on the film—a 
delay reportedly caused in part by contract 
negotiations between Warner Bros. and the 
cast—but the actors all say that the old 
rapport floated back to the surface once 
the cameras started rolling. “There was a 
moment there where it was like, ‘It’s been 
awhile,” says Ferrara. “I mean, it’s not like 
I had to research how to play Abraham 
Lincoln, but it definitely took a few takes for 
us to get warmed up. But then by take 3, it 
was like the show had never stopped.” 

In consummate Entourage style, the first 
day of filming took place in Miami on a 
yacht the size of a battleship populated by 
impossibly attractive partyers. The show, 
which grew out of executive producer 
Mark Wahlberg’s early experiences in the 
industry, was never coy about its wish- 
fulfillment trappings. This wasn’t some 
kind of A Star Is Born parable about the 
unraveling effects of celebrity, but a syba- 
ritic celebration that was always just one 
Robin Leach voice-over away from being a 
video brochure for the lifestyle. 

The great irony at the show’s center 


JEREMY PIVEN 
ON THE ART OF 
BEING ARI GOLD 


“I try to swing for the fences. 
Russell Wilson, the quarterback 
for the Seattle Seahawks, has a 

cameo in the movie and he 
watched me on set one day—it 
was a scene in which | got to 
come in and really lose it on my 
new assistant Kid Cudi, break a 
few phones, and storm out— 
and Russell said to me, ‘When 
you're playing Ari, is it a regular- 
season game, is it the playoffs, 
or is it the Super Bowl?’ And 

I was like, ‘You always have 

to play it like the Super Bowl,’ 
and he was like, ‘Me too, man.’” 


was that its principal actors never quite 
managed to hit those heights of fame, so 
the series served as wish fulfillment 
for them, too. “I wish I was Vince,” says 
Grenier. “Of course I do.” Eleven years of 
pretending can’t help but go to your head 
somewhat. “You get so used to driving the 
Aston Martin around that you feel like it’s 
your car, but then a big Teamster grabs 
you and rips you out of there once the take 
is over,” says Connolly. 

On set, the production designer is telling 
Ellin that the mansion they’re shooting at 
tomorrow is going to make the mansion 
they shot at last week look like a mud hut. 
Nearby, Jeremy Piven is looking bored. The 
actor took home three Emmy awards—and 
probably more than a few stomach ulcers— 
playing Ari Gold, the whirlwind of sarcasm, 
epithets, and frantic phone calls that 
powered most of the show’s drama like an 
indefatigable turbine. “It is exhausting, 
it’s extremely exhausting,” says Piven of 
playing the character. “Because your body 
thinks it’s real. Ari’s so perpetually revved 
up you go into fight-or-flight mode.” 

When interviewing these guys, it’s also 
hard not to think it’s real. After all, an 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY feature would fit 
precisely into Entourage’s universe, and 
the four of them do have points in common 
with their characters. Grenier speaks 
with Vince's actorly puffery, Connolly with 
K’s relatable pragmatism, Ferrara with 
Turtle’s upbeat optimism, and Dillon 
with Johnny Drama’s just-glad-to-be-here 
gratitude. Back on Sunset Boulevard right 
before shooting starts, Dillon approaches 
Ellin to follow up with the writer-director 
about whether he had managed to find a 
line for Drama in the upcoming scene. “I 
didn’t, man,” says Ellin, half distracted. 
“J didn’t come up with anything, sorry.” 

Dillon just smiles wide and nods his 
head. “That’s all right,” he says. “I’m all 
good. You didn’t have to find it. Sometimes 
guys don’t say anything, sometimes Drama 
doesn’t say anything. We're all just having 
fun anyway.” & 


MAISIE 


INACAST OF 
KINGS, QUEENS, 
NIGHTS, AND 
KNAVES, ONE 
LITTLEGIRL NAME 
ARYASTARK BROKE 
QUT TO BECOME 
THE PLAYER WE 
ALL CHEER FOR 
WHAT'S ITLIKE 
TO GROW UPON 
GAME OF 
THRONES? 
WEASK MAISIE 
WILLIAMS, 
WHO PLAYS THE 
WILDEST WOMAN 
IN WESTEROS. 
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Maisie William 
photographed 
on Dec. 9, 2014, 
in Belfast 


BP AS ARYA STARK on Game of Thrones, Maisie Williams 


is all tomboy—short dirty hair, a favorite sword, and 
a thirst for vengeance. In real life, the now 18-year- 
old admits she sometimes relishes being girly. Relax- 
ing at the St. Regis hotel in San Francisco before the 
drama’s U.S. premiere, she talks about getting 
glammed up for the spotlight. “It’s fun for the other 
cast members to come downstairs at the hotel, and 
everyone’s like, ‘We all look so good!’” she says. 
“Everyone feels great, we've all got dresses on, and no 
one’s wearing armor.” Still, she says those events can 
be intimidating: “There’s loads of people photograph- 
ing you and asking questions. It gets a bit intense.” 

Intense might be an understatement when it 
comes to all the attention that’s been heaped on 
Williams since the homeschooled actress from 
Bristol, England, landed the role of Arya on HBO’s 
dark fantasy drama at age 12. She’s grown up on 
screen before a global audience, and after scoring 
three SAG nominations for best ensemble and almost 
a million Twitter followers, Williams is working on 
her career outside of Westeros: She recently 
wrapped The Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, where she 
plays a homeless teen trying to sail away to anisland, 
and producers are chasing Williams for a movie 
version of the hit zombie videogame The Last of Us. 
But the more famous Williams becomes, the more 
she strives to remain a person she respects. “I don’t 
want to be an a--hole,” she declares. Here, the decid- 
edly un-jerky Williams takes our questions about 
fame, her Thrones future, and—most important— 
which Monopoly piece is Arya-worthy. 
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Five years, five seasons. 

How has being Arya changed 
your life? 

This last year the show's 
become massive, overwhelm- 
ing. It’s made me think about 
my future. | want to [act] the 
rest of my life, but | don’t want 
paparazzi everywhere. | don’t 
want to take a private jet every- 
where. People don't just do that 
because they've got the money, 
but because they're sitting in 
airport lounges and literally 
doing photo after photo. And | 
don’t want to be an a--hole to 
anyone. If | watched somebody 
on television every week and 

| met them and they were an 
a--hole to me it would break 
my heart. But it is an over- 
whelming life. Since the begin- 
ning people said, “Your life is 
gonna change,” but | never 
believed it until this year. 

So unlike Jack Gleeson—who 
played King Joffrey—you 
want to stick with acting 
after Thrones? 

| want to stick with performing— 


WHAT A DIFFERENCE FIVE SEASONS MAKE 
Williams playing Arya Stark in Game of Thrones’ 
season 1 in 2011 (left) and season 5 in 2015 


acting, singing, dancing. It’s 

he only thing I’ve ever wanted 
o do. It’s the only thing I’m 
good at. But | don’t want to 

--- it up. And | can totally see 
how it happens. I’m lucky to 
have a great group of people 
around me. | look at Lena 
Headey; | admire her lifestyle. 
She goes to the awards shows 
and does the famous things 
but still lives a very normal life. | 
also want to live anonymously, 
and that’s the one thing | miss, 
being anonymous. 

Who do you look up to in 

the industry? 

look up to people who are not 
affected by this industry. Like | 
met Keira Knightley at the SAG 
Awards and she was just so nor- 
mal and so nice. When they’re 
just not affected, you just think, 
“Teach me!” This industry is 
crazy. It’s completely mental. 
t's easy to rely on other people 
and become like, “How do | 
make coffee?” Before | got into 
his industry | thought famous 
people were mean. Then you 
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LENA HEADEY: MACALL B. POLAY/HBO; ALL OTHERS: HELEN SLOAN/HBO (3) 


realize that’s just a small 
minority and they're just the 
people who get the headlines. 
No one reads about how Keira 
Knightley did a really nice 
interview. That's not a headline. 
What does it feel like 

when you see a huge poster 
with Arya on it? 

You get a little sensitive. It’s like 
a little buzz inside you and 
you're like, “You did that, and 
you're just as much a part of 
this as the other characters.” 
When | was younger | felt like | 
was watching it all happen, and 
now | really feel like a part of it. 
Arya would absolutely hate 
walking a red carpet. How do 
you feel about it? 

Rule number one is to not read 
what people think about you 
on the Internet, because it 
makes you sad. But sometimes 
| love it. | like shocking people. 
People are like, “That's not an 
appropriate thing for a 13-year- 
old to be wearing!” I'm like, 
“Guys, I’m nearly 18!” But | just 
think, “One day you're going 

to realize my age and you're 
going to feel silly.” 

What kinds of parts is Holly- 
wood offering you now? 

High school movies, and that’s 
a bit boring, really. | like to go for 
characters that | can become 
rather than be, like, a normal girl. 
The cool thing about this job is 
that you get to pretend to be 
other people. So it’s good to 
pretend to be cool people. Last 
year | did a high school movie, 
but it’s called The Falling and it’s 
about a mass fainting epidemic 
in an all-girls school in 1969. | still 
want to hang out with my peers 
and talk about having crushes 
on boys, but in a more interest- 
ing way than “the quarterback 
gets the geeky girl,” you know? 
You're huge on social 

media, but you've also had 
troll trouble. 

| always have to remember 
what | meant to say and who 


lam and be happy with that. 
If you get misinterpreted, you 
can't actually win. It’s like a 
minefield. There isn’t a guide to 
doing it right. No one really 
nows how people are going 
to react to stuff. So yeah, | just 
eep doing what | do and then 
go talk to my mom about 
everything and she always 
calms me down. | think that’s 
ike with every 17-year-old, but 
it's just a bit different for me 
because [my posts] get blasted 
o nearly a million people. 
Atypical Maisie Williams 
day: What's that like? 
‘m quite social. | go to work 
and then speak to everyone 
here. Then when I’m home 
love meeting up with friends. 
call my mom at lunchtime. 
How do you keep busy 
during all that downtime? 
love playing Monopoly on 
my phone. | play as the boot 
because | see that as the best 
ece. Then | put the other 
ayer as a thimble, or some- 
ing really stupid like the 
heelbarrow. This is just to 
ake me feel better if they do 
n. I'm like, “Yeah, but you're 
lla wheelbarrow.’ 
Every actor always says their 
cast is like one big family. But 
is there anyone on Thrones 
you don’t get along with? 
As the show gets bigger, it’s 
just the law of averages, right? 
You get a big group of people, 
there are going to be a few that 
you just don't click with, and 
that’s definitely the case. But 
you don't have to sit with them 
because there's 70 million 
other cast members. 
Arya’s a fan favorite, yet 
a murderous character. 
Could she ever do some- 
thing to turn off fans? 
This is what | find strange 
about Arya and her fans. Hon- 
estly, | think there will always 
be a few who will back her no 
matter what. Because a lot of 
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other characters do the “right” 
thing and lose their head. She's 
not your favorite character 
because she always does the 
right thing. She’s a real person, 
and sometimes you're going to 
disagree with what she does. 
That's what | love about the 
show. | think you're going to 
see more of her emotions and 
decisions coming out this 
season that are different than 
what your “favorite character” 
might do. She’s losing tha 
feisty-little-girl thread. 
Only the producers and 
George R.R. Martin know 
Arya’s fate. Are you asking 
them what happens next? 
Definitely. [The showrunners] 
treated me to a pizza, and | 
just sat there asking questions 
and they won't answer any- 
thing. It’s petrifying. 

Thrones fans can be super 
intense. What was your 
weirdest encounter? 

People love asking me to say 
the [list of characters Arya 
wants to kill] with their name in 
it. It’s quite creepy. It'll be like 
“Joffrey, Cersei, Alan...” Just, 

ike, a strange suburban dad’s 
name in the middle. Then 
hey’re recording it and they’re 
just like, “Thank you.” 

When you watch old epi- 
sodes, is there anything you 
wish you'd done differently? 

| can tell when | was really tired 
that day on the set. | look back 
at when | was 12 and | was 
thinking, “I’m hungry, I’m 
tired’”—all those silly 12-year-old 
things. This year | worked with 
a girl who was 12 and has been 
[acting] since she was 3, and 
‘m like, “You are so much more 
on it than | ever was.” | was just 
playing with the chickens or 
just looking at the horses or 
yawning. She’s looking at the 
ights and listening to what 
people are saying. And | was 
ike, “Oh my God, I’m going to 
need to up my game!” 
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Ed Sheeran 
photographed at 
Mike Anderson’‘s 
BBQ on May 7, 
2015, in Dallas 
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OVER SLABS OF GOOD OL’ 


TEXAS BBQ, TH 
SELLING SINGER-S 


E PLATINUM- 
ONGWRITER 


DISHES ON 
SUMMER TOUR, 


IS MASSIVE 
IS TATTOO 


RULES—AND WHY HE STILL FEELS 


LIKE A SHY GUY WI 


A GUITAR. 
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Ed Sheeran is really suffering. 


He may be a global superstar»but here at a Dallas BBQ joint he’s 
just another guy holding a tray heaped with aromatic meats—which 
EW’s photo team won't let him eat untilwe’ve got the shot. “I’m 
sorry, I’m just...” Sheeran, 24, struggles endearingly. “I’m starving.” 
But he endures like a champ (and finally chows down) as we, er, grill 
him on ballroom dancing, bizarro fans, and hanging with Beyoncé. 


BEEF 
BRISKET 


ROUND 


oO 


Welcome to Texas. Have you 
spent much time here before? 
Iremember the first gig I did on 
my first American tour, I was ina 
lift and a couple walked in and just 
started talking to me. In England 
if people you don’t know start talk- 
ing to you they’re probably going 
to rob you, so I was sort of wary. 
Then they were like, “All right, 

see yall later!” I really like Texans. 
Where is home for you now? 

Still where I grew up. I was con- 
sidering moving to America, but 

I don’t even spend more than a 
week in my own house in England, 
so I can’t really justify living here. 
In the video for your single “Sing,” 
you have a puppet stand-in who 
has some pretty rock-star moves. 
Is that how you roll, generally? 

Ina limo with models? No. The 
last limo I was in was with my 
team, and they booked a bright 
pink one. [remember seeing it and 
being like, “I’m not turning up toa 
radio station in a limo, let alone a 
pink one, so let’s just get a taxi.” 
But you are one of the biggest art- 
ists on the planet. You must have 
had some rock-star moment? 
Getting up and playing with 
Beyoncé—that’s the only point I’ve 
felt like a rock star. In my own 
shows, I’m still an awkward Brit- 
ish dude with an acoustic guitar. 
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Speaking of Beyoncé, you did a 
great take on “Drunk in Love,” and 
you've covered rap songs like “No 
Diggity” and “I'm in Love With the 
Coco” really well. Would you ever 
make a full-on rap or R&B album? 
I go into every album wanting to 
make them just one genre, but I 
find that dull... One of my favorite 
albums is The Marshall Mathers LP 
by Eminem. There’s so many 
waves and dips and different 
sounds that make it interesting— 
for me, anyway. And it’s the same 
if you listen to any Michael Jack- 
son or Stevie Wonder record. 
Have you met Eminem yet? 
There was an opportunity when I 
went to SNL with [producer] Rick 
Rubin. I said, “Will he know who I 
am?” And Rick said, “Unless 
you're an underground rapper 
from Detroit, he won't.” I really 
wanted to meet Jay Z, and I met 
him at the perfect point where he 
was aware [of who I was] so we 
could have a conversation rather 
than me just being the dude that 
takes a picture. So I’m going to 
wait for that with Eminem. 


JALAPENO N’ 
CHEESE LINKS 
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You've said that you wrote 120 
songs for your last album. Will you 
repeat that for the next one? 

Well, I’ve done 40—maybe more 
like 50—already, and I’m not 


planning to release it for another 
year and a half, so yeah, I want to 
do a few more.... [Laughs] But we’ve 
been touring for five years without 
abreak, so I actually want to go 
and live in the house that I bought. 
Your “Thinking Out Loud” video 
has almost half a billion views on 
YouTube. Were you worried about 
being able to pull off all that ball- 
room dancing when you did it? 
No, but the label really was! It’s 
funny how many people take 
credit for your stuff after the fact. 
No one wanted that to be a single 
at all. “Photograph” was always 
the one that people thought was 
the big song. And then when I 
wanted to do the dance, everyone 
thought I was crazy. But if you put 
your mind to anything, you can do 
it. So [had three weeks and two 
very, very capable dancers and 
teachers on tour with me, and we 
just practiced five hours a day. 
Your current tour is playing some 
pretty huge venues. How do you 
make sure fans in the nosebleed 
seats get a great show? 

My way of entertaining is making 
sure that everyone is involved at 
all times and that they sing and 
dance and have fun. If I go to a U2 
show, obviously I’m going to see 
Bono sing, but I want to sing just 
as loud as Bono. 
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So what do you think of the food? 
It’s tasty. Barbecue is, like, an 
American thing, though—we don’t 
really get it too much in England. 
What do you love to eat? 

Um, does it make me sound like a 
dick if I say sushi? I find saying 
that makes me sound very L.A., 
but I do really like it. Or pizza. 
Pizza is like sex—even when it’s 
bad, it’s all right. [Laughs] 

While we're talking about sex, 
what's your stance on writing 


PULLED 
PORK 


ROUND 


SWIFT AND SHEERAN: GARETH CATTERMOLE/TAS/GETTY IMAGES 


Just be as open as possible. Never 
hide the truth from your audience 
because they want to hear you 
stripped. If Eminem had made 
that song “Kim” so it wasn’t so 
shocking, no one would have liked 
it. But because he was so bare and 
so honest, it worked. 


The fans are always really nice! 
Really polite and gracious. The 
parents are the ones that do the 
things that I think are odd. There 
was a woman in San Francisco, 
she wanted me to be her daugh- 
ter’s first kiss—and her daughter 
was 9. She was like, “Well, Carrie 
Underwood did it for this l-year- 
old boy last week!” If Carrie 


(Above) 
Performing 
with Taylor 
Swift in 
London 
last year 


Underwood kisses an ll-year-old 
boy, he goes into school the next 
day and they go, “Oh, you absolute 
lad!” Ifa 9-year-old girl goes into 
school and goes, “I got kissed by a 
24-year-old yesterday,” police are 
being called, you know? [Laughs] 


Every single day. We always say no, 
just because if it’s planned, it loofS 

planned. Yesterday we had agpon- 
taneous one—a dude sittin the 

second row, every now ad then 


YOU CAN LIVE THE 
ROCK-STAR STEREOTYPE, 
BUT WE’LL HAVE A BLOWOUT 
ONCE EVERY THREE MONTHS 


AND DOIT PROPERLY 
RATHER THAN EVERY NIGHT.” 


he’d pull out a banner that just 
said, “Proposal on stage?” and then 
close it. And halfway through the 
gig I was like, “F-- it, just come up!” 


I’ve always said I'll never do neck 
or hands—anything that can be 
seen in a suit, so I can get married. 


Elton John played Wembley 
Stadium [in the ’80s] and the 
tickets were 2 pound 50. I’m play- 
ing Wembley and the tickets are 
150 pounds. I haven't really sold 
records in Norway because they 
don’t really [buy] records—Spotify 
is their chart. But Multiply was 

No. 1 there for 26 weeks, so I can go 
play a stadium there now... Spotify 
works for some people and it 
doesn’t work for others. Taylor 
[Swift] chose not to put her albums 
on Spotify, and [1989 is] the biggest- 
selling album in the world. ’'m just 
saying for me, I love playing live, 
and when I make an album, I want 
it to be on as many people’s music 
systems as it can be. 


Tread that when I was 18, because 
John Mayer used to talk about it. 
I think it’s true. I’m coming up to 
10,000 hours, and I’m now a pro- 
fessional musician. So it definitely 
does work. [Laughs] @ 
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Jack Antonoff and Charli XCX 


e “ONE LAST TIME” 


i “BLESSINGS” 


\ “RAISE ‘EM UP” 


“PRETTY GIRLS” 


At first | thought she 
was going for a mod- 
ern Mariah Carey 
thing. But now, the 
more | hear different 
singles of hers, espe- 
< cially this one, | feel 
like she’s on this full- 
on Diana Ross kick. 
It’s my favorite kind of 
song: one you can 
dance to—or cry to. 


| know what you 
mean! All Robyn 
songs are like that. 
Ariana has one of the 
best voices in the 
music industry. | also 


< love her aesthetic: 
Everything looks so 
pink and beautiful 


and bruised, and she, 
like, lives in a cloud in 
a purple sky in my 
brain. This song com- 
pletely suits that. 


It sounds like a great 
Dreamgirls song, 
which couldn't be a 
better thing. Everyone 

is trying to constantly 

s. bring everything 

back, but no one else 
has successfully 
[done] this disco-soul 
kind of thing. 
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| really love this song 
a lot. | kind of feel 
like Big Sean is quite 
underrated—and 
unfairly so, because 

| think his raps are 
always really, really 
good! And Drake, | 
feel like he’s on this 
next-level thing right 
now. I’ve been listen- 
ing to his record a lot, 
the one that was 
meant to be a mix- 
tape, If You're Reading 
This It’s Too Late. | 
find it really impres- 
sive to be able to write 
such great hooks over 
such minimal beats. 


| think the melody on 
that “Waaaaay up/ 

| feel blessed,” that’s 
so catchy in the 
weirdest way. The 
first time | heard it, 

it sounded like he 
was just f---ing 
around. But then | 
listened to it again 
and | really got it. It 
sounded like the first 
take of some random 
idea you get when 
you're writing in 

the studio, but now 

| think it’s just totally 
brilliant. 


fa « 


A lot of times when | 
hear country music, 
the first thing | think 
about is politics, just 
because | think coun- 
try music and the far 
right have become 
unfairly synonymous. 
I'm working past that, 
and maybe this song 
can help me.... The 
thing that really 
excites me about 
country is there’s 
such emphasis put 
on the actual craft 

of songwriting. It’s so 
intense how much 
they care about 

the writing. And the 
structures of the 
songs—whether you 
love them or hate 
them—are so well 
put together. This 
sounds like a pretty 
well-done standard 
country hit. 


| don’t know anything 
about country music, 
to be honest, so 

I'm just gonna have 
to trust Jack on this 
one. | like Keith 
Urban’s haircut. | 
think it’s very angular, 
and | think that’s a 
good quality to have 
in a haircut. So hope- 
fully that will help sell 
some records. 


Though isn’t Keith 
Urban fully not from 
the country? Isn’t he 
Australian? 


Oh, yeah, he is 
Australian! Right. 


That | love, because 
then it just feels like a 
cool bit of acting. 


| love everything 

that Britney does, so 
for me, it’s probably 
going to be my song 
of the summer. To 

be honest, the video 
looks really cool, 

and Iggy’s really good 
< at writing incredible 
video treatments. She 
really cares about the 
visual element of 
what she does. | think 
it’s going to be another 
strong, super girl- 
power summer song. 


Maybe it’s because 
I'm from the ‘90s, but 
| still get, like, butter- 
flies anytime Britney 
< Spears releases any- 

thing. If you opened 
the dictionary and 
looked up pop star, 
you would just see a 
picture of her. 


A: eae 


SONG 
ib. FACE-OFF 


They'll be coheadlining the Charli & Jack 


| 


Do America tour from July 21 to Aug. 12, but 
do pop renegade CHARLI XCX and Bleachers 
frontman JACK ANTONOFF have the same 
taste in summer jams? EW picked the potential 
hits, then got them to play judge and jury. 


( BY * KYLE ANDERSON ) 


“HEY MAMA” 


This sounded like No 
Doubt. Charli, what's 
the album that had 
the black-and-white 
cover and had “Hey 
Baby” on it? 


4 Rock Steady? 


like something that 
@ could have come off 
of that, which | was a 
fan of at the time. 


| think David Guetta 
is really good at pro- 
ducing summer hits, 


> 
8 
A 
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f so| think it'll be a 
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Nicki’s voice sounds 
really cool on it. She 
sounds very rich. 


| love her voice. 
Did you hear “Pills 
N Potions”? 


Yeah, that’s amazing! 


She’s got a really 
beautiful voice. It 
also doesn’t sound 
4 like typical Guetta 
production at all. It 
sounds extremely 
left-field for him. 


Rock Steady! It sounds 


pretty big song—and 


4 | like that side of her. | 
like it when she sings. 


“LEAN ON” 


This song is so good. 


| love the girl...is it 
Moe or Meh? The girl 
on the song, how do 
you say her name? 


It’s M@. | call her 
Moe. 


| couldn't love her 
more. Isn't it some- 
thing weird like 
Meh, though? 


No, it’s definitely Moe. 


Well, whatever it is, 
she’s the absolute 
greatest. And the 
video is far-out. 


Yeah, the video is in- 
sane. She's an incred- 
ible live performer, 
too. | saw her in the 
U.K. a little while ago, 
and she crowd-surfed 
during the first song. 
It was awesome! | 
actually wrote a song 
for her. It was one she 
did with Iggy called 
“Beg for It,” and she 
did this performance 
on SNL that went a bit 
wrong, and | felt really 
bad for her because 
she is so incredible 
and really an amazing 
live performer. 


She’s incredible. We 
were in the studio 
together last month, 
and she’s a crazy 
singer—Christina 
Aguilera-style. Her 
dancing is great too. 
It’s like she invented a 
new [genre]. It goes 
from the knee to the 
hip. It’s all thigh- 
based dance moves. 


“MY TYPE” 


This reminded me of 
ABBA, which is a 
good thing. 


| went to the ABBA 
museum in Stock- 
holm, like, a month 
ago! You get to dance 
with hologram ABBA. 
It was pretty cool. 
You can record songs 
with them. You can 
sit in their private 
helicopter. They‘re a 
big deal in Sweden, 
obviously. 


They invented the 
dancing-and-crying 
genre. 


That’s so true. 


Songs like “The 
Winner Takes It All” 
is the ultimate 
dance-and-cry song. 
“Dancing Queen” is 
one of the greatest 
songs of all time. 


Totally! “My Type” has 
that massive hook 

in it. It sounds like 
summer. It’s probably 
going to really annoy 
me after a while, but 
that’s not always a 
bad thing. I’m not 
saying it as an insult, 
because those are 
the songs people will 
either really, really, 
really love or abso- 
lutely hate. But | think 
that’s really good for 
the song. 


ANTONOFF (TOP): DIMITRIOS KAMBOURIS/GETTY IMAGES; CHARLI XCX (TOP): JONATHAN NG/NEWSPIX/GETTY IMAGES; ANTONOFF (HEADS): 
JOHN LAMPARSKY/WIREIMAGE.COM (9), JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY IMAGES.COM (6), MAT HAYWARD/GETTY IMAGES (4); CHARLI XCX (HEADS): 
MARC PIASECKI/GETTY IMAGES (7), GUSTAVO CABALLERO/GETTY IMAGES (7), DAVID M. BENNETT/WIREIMAGE.COM (7); GRANDE: LARRY 
BUSACCA/GETTY IMAGES; BIG SEAN: ROGER KISBY/GETTY IMAGES; DRAKE: TIM MOSENFELDER/ WIREIMAGE.COM; SPEARS: MATT BARON/ 


BEIMAGES; GUETTA: KEVORK DJANSEZIAN /LANDOV; UNKNOWN MORTAL ORCHESTRA: CHELSEA LAUREN/WIREIMAGE.COM @) 


a “CAN'T KEEP CHECK- 


ING MY PHONE” 


The most exciting 
thing for me on this 
was the bass line. It 


feels like if this song 
4 becomes a hit, it’ll be 
cool to hear that kind 


of fancy [hook] on 
the radio. It’s super 
intricate. 


I'm just listening to it 
for the first time right 
now because I’m lazy 
and didn’t do my 
homework. I'll let you 
know. Loving it so far, 
only 27 seconds in. 


It’s a weird intro. 


Oh, | like the bass line 
too! | like the artwork, 
and | like the song 
title. | say that—"! 
can’t keep checking 
my phone.” I'm just 
going to go ahead 
and take a gamble on 
the first 49 seconds 
of this song and say 
that | like it. And | 
agree with Jack. He 
has great taste. 


E29 | 


The young Texan has already captivated tastemakers “ : BeiD [= 
with his timeless soul sound. Now, with hisforthcoming [> » 
debut, he’s ready to dance into the mainstream. hae - 
( BY ¢ ERIC RENNER BROWN ) v 2 
> 


t» LAST SPRING, 
Leon Bridges was 
washing dishes at a 
Fort Worth restaurant. 
Fast-forward to this 
month, and he’s a red- 
carpet guest at New 
York’s storied Met Gala, 
mingling with moguls, 
Oscar winners, and 
supermodels. How 
did the 25-year-old go 
from an apron to a 
tuxedo in less than a 
year? His jaw-dropping 
musical talent, which 
has made him one of 
2015's most acclaimed 
new artists, might have 
something to do with it. 
“| was just playing 
fifty-, hundred-dollar 
gigs,” Bridges says the 
next day at Manhattan’s 
Gibson showroom, 
noodling quietly on 
a guitar. “But it still 
brought me joy to 
share my music in 
front of people. | never 
really envisioned being 
ona record label.” 
Though his sound— 
a singularly stylish mix 
of Otis Redding-esque 
R&B, New Orleans 
blues, and gospel- 
tinged rock—belies his 
age, it’s exactly what 
made him stand out 
in a sea of ambitious 
young artists. And 
Bridges’ love of retro 


— 


fedora, which make 
him look like he just 
stepped out of the 
Stax studio, circa 1965. 
“Before | made the 
decision to pursue 
classic soul music, a 
friend of mine asked 
me if Sam Cooke was 
one of my inspirations, 
and | had never really 
listened to him,” he 
recalls. “I can’t even 
explain what really 
drew me to it; it was 
just such a pure sound. 
| loved how simple it 
was. There’s no sublim- 
inal messages. It’s just 
out there, you know? 
And that’s what | try to 
make in my music— 
something that still has 
depth to it but that 
somebody can easily 
grasp. Pop's good, you 
know, and it has a time 
and place, but...yeah,” 
he trails off gracefully. 


last year, which quickly 
drew the attention of 
bloggers and led to a 
major-label deal. And 
he credits R&B stars like 
Usher and Ginuwine for 
initially inspiring him to 
perform. In fact, it was 
those singers’ music 
videos that got him 
to sign up for dance 
classes at age 11: 
“The thought of being 
in front of people and 
performing was just, 
like, total fear for me,” 
says Bridges, who is 
schooled in jazz, ballet, 
and modern tech- 
niques. “When | started 
dancing, | got out 
of that shell,” he says. 
“Now | can translate 
that on stage. It’s not 
big, flashy dance 
choreography, but | 
am able to move.” 
He'll test those 
skills this summer, 
when he hits the road 
for his first headlining 
tour. It wraps with a 
high-profile slot at 
October's Austin City 
Limits—less than 
200 miles from where 
he was scrubbing 
plates not long ago. 
“| just never, never 
thought in a million 
years that this would 
happen, especially so 


runs deep: His debut, Don’t peg him as a quickly,” he says. We 5 
Coming Home (out Luddite, though. He say he should hold on a 
June 23), was recorded was savvy enough to to that tux; something S 
on vintage equipment, upload demos of two tells us there may be 3 
and he often sports early tracks, s, “Coming _ more formal events— 3 
“sharp polyester pants, Home” and “Better Tike, say, the Grammys 
crisp blazers, anda Man,” to SoundCloud in his future. a 
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JUN 3 
JUN 5 
JUN 6 
JUN 8 
JUN 9 
JUN 10 
JUN 12 
JUN 13 
JUN 15 
JUN 16 
JUN 18 
JUN 19 
JUN 22 


INAGINE DRAGONS 


SMOKE + MIRRORS TOUR 


PORTLAND, OR 
CALGARY, AB 
EDMONTON, AB 
WINNIPEG, MB 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
OMAHA, NE 

ST. LOUIS, MO 
MILWAUKEE, WI 
CHICAGO, IL 
LOUISVILLE, KY 
COLUMBUS, OH 
PITTSBURGH, PA 
CLEVELAND, OH 


NEW ALBUM 


SMOKE + MIRRORS 


out 


NOW 


METRIC 


WITH 


JUN 23 
JUN 24 
JUN 27 
JUN 29 
JUN 30 
JULI 
JUL3 
JUL4 
JUL6 
JUL7 
JUL8 
JUL 10 
JUL 11 


DETROIT, Mi 
BUFFALO, NY 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 
NEWARK, NJ 
BROOKLYN, NY 
BOSTON, MA 
MONTREAL, QC 
TORONTO, ON 
WASHINGTON DC 
CHARLOTTE, NC 
NASHVILLE, TN 
TAMPA, FL 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 


ON SALE NOW 


t NATION 


JUL 13 
JUL 14 
JUL 16 
JUL 17 
JUL 20 
JUL 21 
JUL 24 
JUL 25 
JUL 27 
JUL 28 
JUL 30 
JUL 31 
AUG 1 


y 


MEMPHIS, TN 
ATLANTA, GA 
HOUSTON, TX 
DALLAS, TX 
ANAHEIM , CA 
SAN DIEGO, CA 
LOS ANGELES, CA 
PHOENIX, AZ 
DENVER, CO 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT 
VANCOUVER, BC 
TACOMA, WA 
BOISE, ID 


{9 /IMAGINEDRAGONS 
& @iIMAGINEDRAGONS 
(© /IMAGINEDRAGONS 


#SMOKEANDMIRRORS 


IMAGINEDRAGONSMUSIC.COM 


If you love a MARATHON MUSICAL EXPERIENCE—and you know how to stay hydrated—you’ve got more fest-ive options than 


HANGOUT MUSIC FEST 


GULF SHORES, ALA. 
MAY 14-17 


LINEUP Foo Fighters, Beck, 
Zac Brown Band, Jenny Lewis, 
Paramore, Jack U, Vance Joy 
PRO If you start getting over- 
heated from dancing nonstop 
to Major Lazer, Tove Lo, and 
Future Islands, run out into 
the Gulf of Mexico and cool 
off—the grounds have two 
access areas. 

CON Lodgings around the fes- 
tival (generally very affordable) 
adjust their prices for these 
crowds, and you can count on 
paying a premium. Book early. 
BONUS We mentioned it’s on 
the beach, right? 


MYSTERYLAND 
ELECTRONIC MUSIC, 
CULTURE & ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

BETHEL WOODS, NY. 

MAY 22-24 


LINEUP Dillon Francis, Diplo, 


Kygo, Madeon, Richie Hawtin 
PRO Standing on Woodstock’s 
hallowed ground—while listen- 
ing to EDM’s heaviest hitters. 
CON There is such a thing 

as too much oontz-oonizing... 
and you might find it here 
after three days. 

BONUS This year-old fest 
doesn’t skimp on campsite 
activities: Partners hosting 
pop-ups include NYC night- 
clubs as well as promoters 
like BangOn!NYC. (Mystery- 
land is a 21+ event.) 


SASQUATCH! MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE, 
QUINCY, WASH. 

MAY 22-25 


LINEUP Kendrick Lamar, 


Lana Del Rey, Ryan Adams, 
Modest Mouse, Sleater-Kinney 
PRO There’s a reason they call 
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this natural soace Gorge-eous. 
CON Non-VIP guests have to 
pay to use the showers. Then 
again, no one expects fresh- 
ness on the slopes here. 
BONUS Sleep options range 
from bring-your-own-knapsack 
to glamping like the stars. 


BOTTLEROCK 
NAPA VALLEY, CALIF. 
MAY 29-31 


LINEUP No Doubt, Public 


Enemy, Snoop Dogg, Robert 
Plant & the Sensational Space 
Shifters, Imagine Dragons 
PRO Bottlerock—with its 
bucolic wine-country setting, 
multifaceted lineup, and 
elegant food options—is the 
perfect festival for music 
lovers whose wineglasses 
don’t come from IKEA. 

CON Attendees’ gingham- 
lined baskets and Egyptian- 
cotton throws may clash with 
Public Enemy’s fiery polemics. 
BONUS Napa has transporta- 
tion to shuttle tipsy visitors 
from winery to winery. 


GOVERNORS BALL 
RANDALL'S ISLAND, NYC 
JUNE 5-7 


LINEUP Drake, Bjork, the Black 


Keys, Lana Del Rey, Tame 
Impala, “Weird Al” Yankovic 
PRO This is New York City, 
kids: You want it, they got it. 
CON To fit in all that talent, 
stages are set relatively close 
together; sound can bleed. 
BONUS Your Fitbit won't get a 
major workout, unless you 
decide to walk home. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE 
ROAD STOPOVERS 
VARIOUS 

JUNE 5-6, JUNE 19-20, 
AUG. 14-15, AUG. 21-22 


LINEUP It varies; Mumford & 
Sons will be joined by rotating 


acts including Alabama 
Shakes, My Morning Jacket, 
and Foo Fighters. 

PRO Unlike many younger 
artists, these bands take live 
performance seriously—and 
they've got real chops. 

CON Unless you adore Jeff the 
Brotherhood, this lineup might 
not stretch much deeper than 
the headliners for some. 
BONUS They're coming to you! 


> | 
BONNAROO 

MANCHESTER, TENN. 

JUNE 11-14, 


LINEUP Billy Joel, Mumford & 
Sons, Deadmau5, Kendrick 
Lamar, Florence + the Machine 
PRO The festival built for jam 
bands has its jammiest lineup 
in years—middle billings 
include Kacey Musgraves, 
Robert Plant & the Sensational 
Space Shifters, My Morning 
Jacket, the War on Drugs, Gary 
Clark Jr., and Glass Animals. 
CON Billy Joel isn’t that hard to 
find (try Long Island!), and 
Paul McCartney and Elton 
John are popping up at other 
fests, which may beat Joel's 
megastar-of-yore draw. 
BONUS The Farm's remote 
location means all-night sets 
and sunrise surprises. 


I 
FIREFLY MUSIC FESTIVAL | 
DOVER, DEL. 

JUNE 18-21 


LINEUP Paul McCartney, Kings 
of Leon, the Killers, Morrissey, 
Snoop Dogg 

PRO The Kings have exactly 
three shows booked so far for 
2015, and this is one of ‘em. 
CON Bring a bandanna—Firefly 
campgrounds are a dust bowl. 
BONUS The on-site Beercade 
boasts games like skeeball, 
foosball, and pinball as well 
as the luxury of AC on full 
blast when you need a break 
from the sun and sounds. 


FARMBOROUGH 
RANDALL'S ISLAND, NYC 
JUNE 26-28 


LINEUP Luke Bryan, Dierks 


Bentley, Brad Paisley, Brandy 
Clark, Chris Stapleton 

PRO For a first-year fest ina 
not-traditionally-country spot, 
these are some impressive 
top-line Nashville names. 
CON They're not issuing any 
single-day passes, so you're 
either all-in or all-out. 

BONUS On the flip side, you 
are only minutes from 
Manhattan—so there’s a whole 
Apple to devour once the 
headliners wrap (or even 
sooner, if you cut out early). 


FOV OE 


ever. Grab your SPF and get ready for some major outdoor action. ( By « ERIC RENNER BROWN and MADISON VAIN N 
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CHAD BATKA 


ESSENCE FESTIVAL 5 


JULY 2-5 


LINEUP Charlie Wilson, Erykah 


Badu, Kendrick Lamar, Mary J. 
Blige, Missy Elliott, Usher 

PRO If you watched Missy 
completely upstage Katy Perry 
at the Super Bowl in February, 
you know how much she’s 
been missed; this is your only 
chance to catch her live this 
year, so don't blow it. 

CON Nobody ever accused 
N’awlins of being breezy in 
July. Pack a pocket fan. 
BONUS Top-notch speakers 
range from Deepak Chopra to 
political vet Donna Brazile. 


EAUX CLAIRES MUSIC & i. 
ARTS FESTIVAL 


JULY 17-18 


LINEUP Bon lver, the National, 
Sufjan Stevens, Boys Noize, 
Spoon, Sturgill Simpson 

As Bonnaroo has taught 
us, a remote location (this 
one is called Foster Farm) 
encourages spontaneous 
late-night collabs. 
CON Sorry, where is Eau Claire, 
exactly? 
BONUS Justin Vernon hasn’t 
performed in three years— 
expect some new music from 
the Bon Iver mastermind and 
prodigal Wisco son. 


DI 


PITCHFORK 
JULY 17-19 


LINEUP Wilco, Chance the 
Rapper, Sleater-Kinney, 
CHVRCHES, Run the Jewels, 
Panda Bear, Mac DeMarco 
PRO Because the tastemaking 
music site largely ignores 
pricey headliners like the Black 
Keys, it can afford dozens of 
smaller rising acts. 

CON The exhaustively cool-kid 
crowd can feel like Portlandia 
sketches come to life. 

BONUS There’s a pretty fantas- 
tic poster fair on site, and you 
can buy vinyl and crafts from 
independent vendors, too. 


LOLLAPALOOZA 


JULY 31-AUG. 2 


LINEUP Paul McCartney, 


Metallica, Florence + the 
Machine, Sam Smith, Tame 
Impala, the Weeknd, ASAP 
Rocky, FKA twigs, Tove Lo 
PRO Paullllllll! 

CON Bring your best arch 
support: It’s a good mile 
between Grant Park’s two 
main stages. 

BONUS Macca has been play- 
ing rare Beatles tunes live 
lately, so cross your fingers. 


OUTSIDE LANDS 


AUG. 7-9 


LINEUP Elton John, Mumford 


& Sons, the Black Keys, 

Sam Smith, Kendrick Lamar, 
Wilco, St. Vincent 

PRO Eight years in, OL has 
toned down its hippie vibe 
(apologies to Phish fans). 
CON All that artisanal food and 
wine is good for your tummy 
but bad for your wallet. 
BONUS Foggy skies often help 
keep Golden Gate Park cool 
during the day, but evening 
temperature dips could give 
“Don’t Let the Sun Go Down 
on Me” new meaning. 


BUMBERSHOOT 


SEPT. 5-7 


LINEUP The Weeknd, Faith No 


More, Ellie Goulding, Hozier 
PRO Comedy, theater, film, 
visual arts, and dance are 
booked with as much care as 
the music acts. 

CON Seattle and rain go 
together about as well as... 
Seattle and rain. 

BONUS Pacific Northwestern- 
ers are no dummies; if the 
weather doesn’t hold, there 
are tons of indoor spaces. ll 


May 22, 2015 EW.COM | 43 


WIGOxllo 


From pop’s 
princess to Irish 
rock icons, the 
lowdown on the 
must-see shows. 


4 


BY « KEVIN O’DONNELL 
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NKOTB, NELLY, AND TLC 


t® Enjoy a night of shameless 
nostalgia with the now-manly 
New Kids, Nelly, and TLC. One 
highlight that'll get NKOTB’s 
adoring Blockheads to go 
nuts: Joey Mcintyre stripping 
down to reveal an impressively 
jacked physique. But if you 
can’t make any of the 47 dates, 
NKOTB will launch another 
cruise this fall. (Through July 2) 


TONY BENNETT & 
LADY GAGA 


' Monster Ball it ain’t: The 
newly demure pop star is 
joining the 88-year-old icon 
for an intimate tour of smaller 
venues. Expect cuts from their 
Cheek to Cheek, celebrating 
Great American Songbook 
favorites by Cole Porter and 
Irving Berlin—and, hopefully, a 
reprise of Gaga’s jaw-dropping 
Sound of Music Oscar tribute. 
(Through Aug. 1) 


U2 

t» Nearly four years after 
wrapping their enormous 
360° tour, Bono and the boys 
are back with a pared-down 
outing—sort of. (This is 

the world’s biggest rock band 
we're talking about, after all.) 
For the Innocence + Experi- 
ence tour, they'll be armed 
with giant LED screens, multi- 
ple stage platforms, and a 
custom sound system hang- 
ing overhead. Get tickets 
now: Most dates, including 
six of the eight nights at 
New York City’s Madison 
Square Garden, are sold out. 
(Through July 31) 


A 


TAYLOR SWIFT 


tl» She embraced Top 40 on 
1989—so naturally she needs 
an eye-popping tour to match. 
For this trek, which features 
rotating openers Haim, Vance 
Joy, and Shawn Mendes, Swift 
is busting out an epic light 
show, choreography, multiple 
costume changes, and 
glowing bracelets for every 
fan to capture a stream of 
FOMO-inducing Instagrams. 
(Through Dec. 12) 


SHANIA TWAIN 


t» After a triumphant Vegas 
residency, Twain is embark- 
ing on her first cross-country 
trek in more than a decade. 
On the Rock This Country 
tour, she'll bring a greatest- 
hits set (and, dare to dream, 
that amazing sparkly unitard) 
for 67 dates, with support 
from fellow Canadian (and 
Smallville alum) Wes Mack 
and VH1-favored singer- 
songwriter Gavin DeGraw. 
(June 5-Oct. 11) 


FALL OUT BOY AND 
WIZ KHALIFA 


t» The kings of ‘OOs emo 

are stronger than ever since 
reuniting in 2013 after a three- 
year hiatus, and now they're 
hitting the road for their 
recent chart-topper American 
Beauty/American Psycho, 
alongside rapper/Furious 7 
tearjerker Wiz. They’re also 
enlisting campus-approved MC 
Hoodie Allen and electro-pop 
pinup MAX for a 40-date 
circus dubbed the Boys of 
Zummer. (June 10-Aug. 10) 


: Ge 


U2's Bono, Shania Twain, Nicki Minaj, Lady Gaga, Tony Bennett, and Taylor Swift 


MEGHAN TRAINOR 


& The girl who's “All About 
That Bass” will toast her 
breakout year with a string of 
dates at state fairs (and some 
indoor venues, too). The 
opening acts—baby-faced 
crooner Charlie Puth and 
British trio Life of Dillon— 
should only add to the G-rated 
fun. (July 3-Sept. 6) 


IDINA MENZEL 


t» John Travolta’s favorite 
chanteuse just completed 

a lauded Broadway run 

in If/Then, but she’s taking a 
break from the Great White 
Way for a massive world tour, 
no doubt nodding to at least 

a few songs from Frozen. 
Bring your kids (and earplugs!) 
for some operatic sing-alongs. 
(July 7-Oct. 3) 


KELLY CLARKSON 


t» The pop star told EW earlier 
this spring that she might 
have her eye on Broadway 
too—but first she'll take those 
inimitable lungs out for 38 
stops with special guests 
Pentatonix (of YouTube a 
cappella fame) and strummy 
troubadour Eric Hutchinson. 
(July 11-Sept. 20) 


NICKI MINAJ 


> For the Pinkprint tour, Her 
Minajesty will be flanked by a 
royal court of young talents— 
Meek Mill, Tinashe, Rae 
Sremmurd, and Dej Loaf— 
for 14 U.S. dates, each one 
capped by Nicki's own career- 
spanning set of some two 
dozen songs. (July 17-Aug. 14) 
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This season's superstars will keep us guessing on release dates, but there are plenty of far-out rock, R&B, and 
beach-blanket jams to tide us over while we wait. ( By « ERIC RENNER BROWN ) 


Nate Ruess, Rihanna, Florence + the Machine’s Florence Welch, and Kanye West 


ASAP ROCKY 
At.Long.Last.A$AP 
e The high-styled 
Harlem rapper and 
sometime actor 
(see: this summer’s 
much-buzzed- 
about coming-of- 
age drama Dope) 
lost beloved 
collaborator A$AP 
Yams in January, 
but single “Every- 
day” features 

Rod Stewart, 
Miguel, and Mark 
Ronson. 6/2 


JASON DERULO 
Everything Is 4 

e The man who 
taught the world 
to “Wiggle” returns 
to rule another 
summer—and he’s 
bringing along 


friends old and 
new, including 
Keith Urban, Stevie 
Wonder, Meghan 
Trainor, and 
Jennifer Lopez. 6/2 


FLORENCE + 

THE MACHINE 
How Big How Blue 
How Beautiful 

e The songstress’ 
passionate fusion 
of rock, pop, and 
soul has already 
been aptly show- 
cased on gorgeous 
early singles “What 
Kind of Man” and 
“St. Jude.” 6/2 


MUSE 

Drones 

e Frontman Matt 
Bellamy promises 
his rock trio will get 


back to basics on 
their seventh LP. 
But with song titles 
like “Defector” and 
“Revolt,” Drones 
should honor the 
band’s paranoid 
roots. 6/9 


OF MONSTERS 
AND MEN 
Beneath the Skin 

e@ The Icelandic 
folkies first broke 
with the inescap- 
able 2011 campfire 
jam “Little Talks,” 
but on Skin they 
make like Mumford, 
adding new bom- 
bast to their organic 
sound. Don’t worry, 
though: Tracks like 
the thrumming 
“Crystals” are still 
built for sing-alongs 


(marshmallows not 
included). 6/9 


GIORGIO 
MORODER 

Déja Vu 

e Disco's Italian 
Stallion has crafted 
dance-floor classics 
for everyone from 
Donna Summer to 
Daft Punk, but he 
hasn’t made a solo 
album since 1985. 
He hasn't lost his 
sway with A-listers, 
however: Déja fea- 
tures vocals from 
Sia, Britney Spears, 
Kylie Minogue, 
Charli XCX, and 
more. 6/16 


NATE RUESS 
Grand Romantic 
e Fun/s 2012 smash 


Some Nights made 
them stars, and now 
singer Ruess is fol- 
lowing bandmate 
Jack Antonoff into 
solo territory. So 
far, songs “Nothing 
Without Love” and 
“AhHa’” feel like a 
natural extension 
of the indie-pop 
anthems fun. fans 
flocked to. 6/16 


MIGUEL 
WILDHEART 

e Kaleidoscope 
Dream, the singer’s 
grown-and-sexy 
2012 R&B opus, 
helped score him 
spots with Mariah 
Carey and Janelle 
Monde—as well as 
a Grammy, for the 
ballad “Adorn.” 

The sultry “Coffee 
(F---ing)” hints at 
more NC-17 naugh- 
tiness to come. 6/30 


TAME IMPALA 
Currents 

e The Aussie 
psych-rockers 
earned major indie 
acclaim for 2012's 
Lonerism, but don’t 
expect Currents to 
clone the vibe that 
got them a prime 
slot at Coachella. A 
new kind of electro 
boogie informs 
jams like “‘Cause 
I’m a Man” and “Let 
It Happen.” 7/17 


FRANK OCEAN 
TBD 

e 2012’s channel 
ORANGE was the 
culmination of a 
meteoric rise for 
the young R&B 
iconoclast, who 


swiftly graduated 
from mixtapes to 
Grammys and col- 
labs with the likes 
of Beyoncé, Kanye, 
and Jay Z. Ocean 
has laid low since, 
but look for him to 
rekindle the neo- 
soul flame. JULY 


KANYE WEST 
SWISH 

e Could 2015 be 
another Yeezy Year? 
Rap’s multitasker 
dropped a track 
with Paul McCart- 
ney on New Year's 
Eve, and has since 
launched a new 
shoe line, a zine, 
and three more 
songs, including 
“FourFiveSeconds” 
with Macca and 
Rihanna and 

the Sia-assisted 
“Wolves.” Other 
rumored guests: 
Drake, Chance the 
Rapper, Kendrick 
Lamar, Q-Tip, and 
James Blake. TBD 


RIHANNA 

TBD 

e RiRi has histori- 
cally released an 
album a year, but 
we've been waiting 
almost two and a 
half for this one. 
And a trickle of new 
tracks suggests her 
eighth LP could be 
her most diverse 
yet, ranging from 
chaotic banger 
“Bitch Better Have 
My Money” to 
plaintive political 
ballad “American 
Oxygen” and hazy 
interlude “James 
Joint.” TBD 


Illustration by TIM McDONAGH 
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Mad Max: 
Fury Road 


STARRING Tom Hardy, Charlize Theron, 
Nicholas Hoult 

DIRECTED BY George Miller 

R, 2HRS. 
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Charlize Theron 


EORGE MILLER has spent nearly 15 years 

trying to get anew Mad Max movie off the 

ground, which may explain why he wastes no 

time feeding patient fans of his franchise right 

into a buzz saw. He knows that a decade and a 
half is enough foreplay—it’s time to cut right to the climax. And 
for 120 minutes, that climax doesn’t let up. Mad Max: Fury Road 
may be the first tantric action flick. Sting will love it. Souped-up 
motorcycles soar over nitro-fueled muscle cars, nitro-fueled 
muscle cars crash into tricked-out oil trucks, and all of them 
explode into glorious fireballs. Fury Road not only captures the 
same Molotov-cocktail craziness of Miller’s masterpiece, 1981’s 
The Road Warrior—it’s also a surprisingly hypercaffeinated film 
for a director in his fifth decade behind the camera. 


GNV109 NISVF 


MAD MAX: FURY ROAD: JASIN BOLAND; THE ROAD WARRIOR: WARNER BROS./EVERETT COLLECTION; HOT PURSUIT: SAM EMERSON 


The original Mad Max first hit 
theaters in 1979, when the world 
was squeezed in the viselike grip of 
a global oil crisis. The parched 
Australian outback of the film and 
its seavenger-punk inhabitants’ 
quest for precious fuel may have 
seemed cartoonish at the time, but 
not totally implausible. In this 
thirsty, lawless wasteland, a hero 
emerged—a cop named Max Rock- 
atansky (Mel Gibson) whose family 
was murdered by a mohawked 
gang and for whom payback and 
survival were two sides of the same 
furnace-blasted coin. I bring up 


Tom Hardy 


COMPARED WITH OTHER 
MAD MAX MOVIES 


BEST 


O— ‘TheRoad 
Warrior 
1981 


this backstory because you won’t 
learn any of it from Fury Road. Miller either 
expects his audience to be fluent in the Max- 
verse or he simply doesn’t care. Hither way, if 
it’s more than just a demolition-derby high 
you're chasing, it helps to know a bit about the 
character or you might walk out a little hungry. 
That is, after your retinas cool down and the 
adrenaline rush wears off. 

As everyone knows by now, Max is no longer 
played by Gibson, but instead by Tom Hardy. 
And while the red-hot British actor’s unapolo- 
getic brand of macho danger in films like Warrior 
and Locke, and as Bane in The Dark Knight Rises, 
would seem ideal for such a ferocious gig, the 
truth is he pales next to Gibson, who managed 
to convey physical pain and the emotional kind, 
too. At the beginning of the film, Hardy’s Maxis 
the hog-tied prisoner of an evil warlord with a 
platinum fright wig and a Skeletor muzzle 
named Immortan Joe (Hugh Keays-Byrne, 
“Toecutter” from the 1979 original). This 
Kabuki-painted tyrant rules over a dystopian 
city of enslaved women that looks like a 
Hieronymus Bosch painting come to life. After 
escaping, Max teams up with Charlize Theron’s 
Imperator Furiosa—a buzz-cut badass with a 
mechanical arm (who, it should be noted, is the 
movie’s real hero)—and hightails it across 
the desert pursued by Immortan Joe’s psycho 
death-race marauders. Cue the drums of war, 
the fire-and-brimstone pyrotechnics, and the 
death-defying practical stunts. 

When you get past Miller’s orgy of loco 
action sequences—and they’re so good, you 
may not need to—the story is pretty thin. Max, 
Furiosa, and their band of gypsies, tramps, and 
thieves (including a gonzo Nicholas Hoult) 
basically race from point A to point B, realize 


point B isn’t what they’d hoped, and race back 
to point A. What made the first Mad Max such 
a future-shock classic wasn’t just its jittery, 
overcranked action served up with a sick smile, 
but also its metaphorical depth. The new film 
is, ’m sorry to say, just another summer action 
film (albeit a gorgeously shot one). In the end, 
while Mad Max’s road may be furious, it doesn’t 
really lead anywhere. B 


THIS FILM CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING: 
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For 10 current releases, we compare EW’s grade with 
scores averaged from IMDb, Metacritic, and Rotten Tomatoes 


° Mad Max 
1979 


©O— Mad Max: 
Fury Road 
2015 


O— MadMax 
Beyond 
Thunderdome 
1985 


WORST 


IMDb, 
ROTTEN TOMATOES 


FURIOUS 7 B 
FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD B+ 
AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON | B- 
THE SEVEN FIVE A 
WELCOME TO ME | c 
MAGGIE | B- | 
THE AGE OF ADALINE B 


SAINT LAURENT A- 


THE D TRAIN B- 
HOT PURSUIT 7 Cc 
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Pitch Perfect 2 


STARRING Anna Kendrick, Rebel Wilson, 
Hailee Steinfeld 

DIRECTED BY Elizabeth Banks 

PG-13, 1HR.,55 MINS. By Leah Greenblatt 


NO ONE REALLY EXPECTED a low-budget 
musical comedy about college singing groups 
to become one of 2012’s biggest box office 
success stories. But Hollywood's response to a 
hit like that is much easier to predict: a sequel 
with more characters, more chaos, more meta 
pop culture riffs, and more medleys (so many 
medleys!) than you can aca-shake a stick at. 

Pitch Perfect 2 comes out swinging, literally, 
with a graphic onstage mishap involving 
Rebel Wilson’s Fat Amy, an aerial sling, anda 
very scandalized POTUS. (Suffice it to say, the 
press dubs it Muffgate.) Disgraced and barred 
from competing in nationals, our harmonizing 
heroines the Barden Bellas find a loophole that 
allows them to enter the upcoming world 
competition in Copenhagen instead. But lo, 
there be obstacles. Among them, the Teutonic 
menace known as Das Sound Machine—a 
troupe of towering Germans who sing like 
angels and dress like sex-club Sprockets—and 
the divided attention of de facto Bellas leader 
Beca (Anna Kendrick), who is secretly intern- 
ing for a high-strung music producer (Key & 
Peele’s excellently mean Keegan-Michael Key). 

PP2 sometimes feels less like a movie than a 
two-hour episode of Glee ghostwritten by Amy 
Schumer; jokes fly like they’re being shot from 
T-shirt guns at a gonzo pep rally, and not all of 
them stick the landing. But the story also gives 
big, joyful voice to groups whose members 
have spent their whole lives being targeted 
because of who they are, be it black, gay, over- 
weight, female, or just deeply uncool. Now—to 
quote Beyoncé, a patron saint of Pitchery— 
they run this mother. B+ 


Hailee Steinfeld, Anna Kendrick, Brittany Snow, 
Alexis Knapp, and Rebel Wilson 
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A Child Star Goes 
From Boy to X-Men 


The kid from The Road and Let Me In is now 18. With 
his new movie, Slow West, and his role as Nightcrawler 
in next year’s X-Men: Apocalypse, Kodi Smit-McPhee 
is evolving into an adult—and a bit of a spiritual guru. 
BY JOE McGOVERN 


EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED in the world according to 
Kodi Smit-McPhee. The Australian actor doesn’t believe 

it was merely luck that his role as a 19th-century Scottish 
immigrant in the Sundance hit Slow West came to him at 
the moment he was searching for a project to complete his 
transition from child actor to leading man. “This is a fairly 
grown-up, independent guy,” he says of his character. “I 
was looking for a smart part to show people something 
else about me. And suddenly it arrived.” 

Smit-McPhee is best known for two of the most 
thoughtful child performances in recent years: He played 
Viggo Mortensen’s sensitive son in 2009’s postapocalyptic 
drama The Road and then starred as the lonely, curious 
neighbor of a girl vampire in 2010’s Let Me In. Since then 
the actor, now 18, has stretched to 6 foot 1 and landed 
supporting parts in even bigger movies, including last 
summer’s Dawn of the Planet of the Apes. 
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X-MEN: APOCALYPSE: ALAN MARKFIELD 


Slow West (see review, 
right) is not a big movie in 
terms of budget, but for 
Smit-McPhee it has become 
a kind of touchstone. He 
plays the lead role of Jay 
Cavendish, who at the film’s 
start is hiking through the 
1870s Colorado frontier to 
find the older girl he loves. 
After reading the script by 
first-time director John 
Maclean, Smit-McPhee 
was eager to jump in. “The 
writing had such a balance 
of humor, with the vulgar 
absurdity of the West, but 
also these European feelings 
of emotion and love,” he says. 
“And my character might in 
some ways be immature in 
age, but he also has a very 
philosophical, intellectual 
mind. That really connected 
with me.” 

Michael Fassbender 
costars in the film as a bounty 
hunter who befriends Jay. 
Their onscreen relationship, 
Smit-McPhee says, mirrored 
real life. “With Fassbender it 
was a very personal mentor- 
ing experience,” he says. 
“He’s made me appreciate all 
hardworking actors as the 
people they are, rather than 
the celebrity veal we see 
them as.” He also cites his 
actor father, Andy McPhee 
(a tattooed bruiser on Sons 
of Anarchy), as an inspiration. 
“Like a lot of people in the 
world, he looks scary but 
has a great heart,” he says. 
“He’s kept me grounded 
while always being there as 
this third-person point of 
view.” Though, he says with a 
laugh, “even when | was a kid 
he told me that the stuff | 
was talking about was too 
deep for him.” 

That stuff includes...well, 
let’s let him explain: “The 
consciousness and the 
unified field and quantum 
physics, and Eastern religion, 
Western religion, and 
ancient philosophy,” he says. 
“These are just things | like 
to research in my downtime.” 
Fun! And his interest in 
Hinduism is in sync with, of 
all things, his biggest role 
yet, the blue-skinned Night- 


crawler in X-Men: 
Apocalypse, which he’s 
shooting now in Montreal. 

“| believe there are as many 
quality stories within fran- 
chises as there are in indie 
films,” he says. “Nightcrawler 
is in love with the Kanha god 
and expresses the laws of 
the universe to people and 
helps them in that way. So 

| see no coincidence in me 
getting this role.” 

Last month, Apocalypse 
director Bryan Singer posted 
an image on Instagram of 
Smit-McPhee as Nightcrawler. 
The move sent blue-vapor 
shock waves through the 
fanverse. “| was a little baf- 
fled at first that [Singer] 

did that, but now | see the 
genius in it,” he says. “He’s 
getting information out there 
before anyone else can.” 

Even before Smit-McPhee 
himself. The actor can say 
nothing about Apocalypse, 
except that he’s working on 
his German accent to play 
the mutant. He says when 
he was a much younger 
actor—as in, two years 
ago—he would maintain 
his characters’ accents in 
between takes to avoid los- 
ing them. But he’s stopped 
doing that. “Once you put 
enough work into it, it kind of 
clicks,” he says. “You've just 
got to keep that spark lit.” 
Which sounds like a pretty 
good career philosophy, too. 


Kodi Smit-McPhee in 
X-Men: Apocalypse 


ISinit-cPheé and 


Michael Fassbendéer 


Slow West 


STARRING Kodi Smit-McPhee, 
Michael Fassbender, Ben Mendelsohn 


DIRECTED BY John Maclean 
R,1HR., 24 MINS. By Chris Nashawaty 


HAS ANY GENRE had more lives than the West- 
ern? Like the stylishly violent spaghetti oaters 
that became one of Italy’s chief exports in the 
’60s, writer-director John Maclean’s haunting, 
lyrical, and brutal Slow West is proof that even 
the dustiest settings can be made to feel fresh 
again. Shot in New Zealand, this Western stars 
The Roaa’s Kodi Smit-McPhee as 16-year-old 
Jay Cavendish—a lanky, bookish Scotsman 
traveling westward across the Colorado 
Territory in search of his lost love, Rose (Caren 
Pistorius). In Maclean’s telling, the frontier 

is anasty place full of loneliness and harsh 
suffering. In other words, it’s no place for a 
shaky-holstered naif like Jay. So when Michael 
Fassbender’s Silas shows up, with an outlaw’s 
smirk and a cheroot wedged between his teeth 
like a young Clint Eastwood, Jay immediately 
takes him up on his offer of protection in 
exchange for what little money he has. Silas’ 
motives go deeper than just a payday and pity, 
though. Jay doesn’t know it, but Rose and her 
father have a bounty on their heads—a bounty 
that Jay is unwittingly leading Silas directly to. 
Slow West has a few distracting art-house affec- 
tations and some moments of comic surrealism 
that feel weirdly off-key, but Maclean’s small- 
scale coming-of-age tale has a mythic beauty 
and a vein of melancholy that are undeniable. 
And the finale, which brings Jay and Silas 
together with a rival bounty-hunting posse led 
by a deliciously sinister Ben Mendelsohn (in 
what has to be the 19th century’s gaudiest fur 
coat), isa tense, dreamlike ballet of bullets and 
bloodshed. Imagine Terrence Malick directing 
the climax of The Wild Bunch, and you're on the 
right track. B+ 1 Vv 
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H<TEL HELL 


This year’s Stanley Film Festival in Estes Park, Colo., had everything a horror 
fan could want: stars, scares, and a setting to die (or kill!) for. -CLARK COLLIS 


IF YOU HAD BEEN at the Stanley Hotel 
in Estes Park, Colo., around 3 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 2, you would have seen 
some notable film folk taking part in 
some notably odd activities. Like what? 
Like Lord of the Rings star Elijah Wood 
chasing a masked, hooded figure down 
one of the hotel's corridors. Or Insidious 
franchise writer Leigh Whannell poking 
around the supposedly ghost-filled 
basement of a concert hall in hopes 
of finding a magic-show audience 
member who’ vanished into thin air 
while on stage earlier that night. Both 
Wood and Whannell were taking part in 
what was described as an “immersive 
horror game” offered to attendees at 
this year’s terror-tale-themed Stanley 
Film Festival. “It’s basically a narrative 
that’s taking place in and around the 
festival that you are a part of,” explains 
Wood, a founder of the horror indie 
company SpectreVision. “Last year 
| came back to my room and all the 
lightbulbs had been changed to black 
lights and there were symbols written 
all over the walls.” 

Since slithering into existence in 
2013, the festival has become one 
of the highlights of the horror-movie 
calendar, routinely called “horror 
summer camp” for fans and filmmakers 
alike. This year’s lineup included the 
zombie-kids film Cooties (out Sept. 18), 
starring Wood and Whannell, and three 
movies featuring resurgent ‘80s scream 
queen Barbara Crampton: the intense 


The Stanley Hotel 


upcoming drama Sun Choke, the 
haunted-house tale We Are Still Here 
(out June 5), and the 1985 cult classic 
Re-Animator. But what really makes the 
festival unique is its setting. The Stanley 
Hotel is reputedly haunted, and room 
217 is allegedly rife with paranormal 
activity. If that location sounds familiar, 
it should. Back in the ‘70s, Stephen King 
came up with the idea for The Shining 
while staying in that very room. One of 
the hotel's TV channels plays Stanley 
Kubrick’s 1980 film adaptation of that 
novel on a loop, and director Mick Garris, 
another of this year’s attendees, shot 
much of his 1997 TV miniseries adapta- 
tion there as well. Of course, the Stanley’s 
spooky history can be a deterrent as well 
as an attraction to potential guests. “My 
wife remembers reading The Shining, 
and she was scared to death the whole 
time,” says director Stuart Gordon 
(Re-Animator), who received the festival’s 
Master of Horror award this year. “She 
said, ‘I’m not going to that hotel!’” 


Leigh Whannell, Elijah Wood, 
and Alison Pill in Cooties 


ELIZABETH 
WILSON 
NG 1921-2015 


A Life in 
Characters 


An Emmy-nominated and 
Tony-winning actress, Elizabeth 
Wilson had a splendid knack for 
playing oblivious society women 
and befuddled schemers. She 
died on May 9 at the age of 

94 after a seven-decade career 
filled with memorable supporting 
roles. While she was adept in 
dramatic work like her 2002 turn 
on Law & Order: Criminal Intent, 
her finest parts were in comedies. 
Here are three of her best. 

—Joe McGovern 


| { ~ “ 
oe fi 
Mike Nichols cast Wilson in four film 
roles, including as the mother of 
Benjamin Braddock (Dustin Hoffman) 
in The Graduate (1967). She personi- 


fied the daffy California complacency 
Benjamin was rebelling against. 


“3 


As the villainess Roz in 9 to 5 (1980), 
she brought brownnosing to a new 
depth. Her administrative-assistant- 
as-hall-monitor is a role all too familiar 
to anyone who's worked in an office. 


Wilson played 
the loan-shark 
mom of 
Christopher 
Lloyd’s Fester 
in The Addams 
Family (1991), 
tossing out 
snarky one- 
liners and fitting 
in with the 
film’s gallery 
of grotesques. 
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@) Also Playing 


EVERY SECRET THING: STARZ DIGITAL; GOOD KILL: LOREY SEBASTIAN 


The Connection 
R, 2HRS., 15 MINS. 
Cédric Jimenez’s epic 
gangland import has 
been called the French 
version of 1971's Best 
Picture winner The 
French Connection. But 
it actually feels more 
like a Gallic riff on 
Michael Mann’s Heat, 
chronicling the tribal 
rites and rituals on 
both sides of the law: 
the ruthless Marseille 
heroin ring led by a 
suave, sadistic Gilles 
Lellouche, and the 
relentless magistrate 
VJean Dujardin) who 


Every Secret Thing’s 
Dakota Fanning 


spent years hunting 
them down. Jimenez’s 
sprawling cat-and- 
mouse thriller loses 
momentum and focus 
in the homestretch, 
but until then its ’70s 
sun-and-sin-on-the- 
Céte d'Azur vibe is 
electric. B+ —Chris 
Nashawaty ‘B 


Dark Star: H.R. 
Giger’s World 
NR, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 
Step inside the 
gorgeously obscene 
mind of H.R. Giger, the 
Swiss artist who 
achieved infamy for his 
Alien designs. The doc- 
umentary gives short 
shrift to his movie 
glory, but enticingly 
presents the man asa 
sweet white-haired 
gargoyle, at rest in 
Zurich with his cats. B 
—Joe McGovern 


Jean Dujardin in 
The Connection 


Every Secret 
Thing 
R, 1 HR., 33 MINS. 
When a 3-year-old girl 
goes missing, the 
prime suspects are 
Ronnie Fuller (Dakota 
Fanning) and Alice 
Manning (Danielle 
Macdonald), two teen 
outcasts fresh out of 
juvie for kidnapping 
and killing an infant 
when they were 11. As 
detective Nancy Porter 
(Elizabeth Banks) 
pieces together what 
the girls really did 


seven years ago, flash- 
backs provide clues 
about their dark and 
complicated pasts. 
Diane Lane is chilling 
as Alice's shifty mother, 
and though some of the 
“secret things” are Law 
& Order predictable, 
other revelations will 
haunt you for days. B 
—Isabella Biedenharn 
Liv 


Good Kill 
R, 1 HR., 43 MINS. 


There’s an important 
movie to be made 


Ethan Hawke and January Jones in Good Kill 


about the knotty 
moral dilemma of 
America’s 21st-century 
drone-warfare pro- 
gram, but Andrew 
Niccol’s Good Kill isn’t 
quite it. Ethan Hawke 
plays an Air Force pilot 
unhappily reassigned 
to “Chair Force” duty, 
where he rains death 
on individual Taliban 
targets from an air- 
conditioned kiosk 
7,000 miles away in 
the Nevada desert. His 
new assignment as 
the CIA’s long-distance 
executioner doesn’t sit 
well with him and 
eventually rips apart 
his family January 
Jones does what 

she can with a Betty 
Draper-ish wife 

role). Good Kill is well- 
intentioned, but the 
topic of joystick 
combat needs more 
nuanced treatment 
than it gets here. B= 
—Chris Nashawaty ‘Bi 


I'll See You in 
My Dreams 
PG-13, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 
The breezy, tender 
moments between 
Blythe Danner and 
Sam Elliott, two great 
unsung troupers of 
American acting for 
40 years, would make 
for a blissful short 
film. Sadly, those 
scenes are only a slice 
of the plot in this indie 
about a detached 
widow (Danner) redis- 
covering herself via 
overscripted clichés 
like speed dating for 
the elderly and cute 
old ladies smoking pot. 
C+ —Joe McGovern ib 
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Best in Show 


With finale fever running high, 

TV critics Jeff J n 
and Melissa Maerz choose the 
standouts of the 2014-15 season 


McDREAMY IS DEAD. Kalinda’s off the job. The 
Mad Men era is coming to an end. Our favorite 
shows are signing off for the summer. Already 
nostalgic for the TV season that was, we're look- 
ing back on the best scripted television from fall 
2014 through spring 2015. (No, The Jinx doesn’t 
count because it’s a documentary series, and 
Inside Amy Schumer is still midseason, and 
Silicon Valley is...oh, c’mon, just keep reading!) 
Here, our critics’ picks for the season’s best. 


THE DRAMAS 

Jeff's pick: Justified (Fx) 

The Elmore Leonard-inspired neo-Western 
promised a showdown between lawman Raylan 
(Timothy Olyphant) and outlaw soul bro Boyd 
(Walton Goggins). The final season—rebounding 
from the wheel-spinning one before it—was a 
sure-shooting triumph, loaded with a full barrel of 
powerful antagonists led by Sam Elliott’s mari- 
juana mogul and Garret Dillahunt’s henchman. 
The biggest surprise was a strong story for Ava 
(Joelle Carter), whose refusal to play the pawn or 
prize of Raylan or Boyd fueled the endgame. The 
final beat between the two men is surely one of the 
year’s best scenes. “We dug coal together,” Raylan 
said. A classic kicker to an often overlooked gem. 


Melissa’s pick: The Americans (Fx) 

It’s strange that TV’s most nuanced depiction of 
American parenthood can be found on a Russian- 
spy thriller. Yes, there are other reasons to watch 
The Americans: the phenomenal acting, the tick- 
tock pacing. But this season, as suburban KGB 
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(Left, from top) Justified and The Americans; (clockwise from top left) 
Parks and Recreation, Broad City, Empire, and The Flash 


agents Elizabeth (Keri Russell) and Philip 
(Matthew Rhys) wrestled with the responsibility 
of “turning” their daughter, Paige (Holly Taylor), 
this Cold War fantasy suddenly felt like a very 
realistic drama about family, and the questions it 
raised were heavy ones. How do you know if you’re 
raising your kids with the proper values? How do you 
teach them to think for themselves without becoming 
dogmatic? The conclusions drawn in its season 
finale were unsettling: No matter what you do, 
there’s no way to avoid messing your kids up. 


> JUST MISSED 


masterpiece that retired Amy Poehler’s Leslie 
Knope as one of TV’s best sitcom protagonists 
and Pawnee, Ind., as one of its best settings. 


Melissa’s pick: Broad City (Comedy Central) 
Most TV writers think that to make a great 
buddy comedy, you need a levelheaded friend to 
ground the crazy one. Those people don’t watch 
Broad City. Nana (Ilana Glazer) may be the Wacky 
One, but her pal Abbi (Abbi Jacobson) was even 
more bonkers this season, whether she was time- 
traveling back to a 1930s cabaret or hallucinating 
with a giant Bingo Bronson toy. Together, these 
two goofballs feed off each other, making Broad 
City one of the funniest, most experimental, and, 
somehow, most heartwarming comedies. The 
more awkward their friendship gets (coaching 
your bestie through “pegging”?), the sweeter it is. 
And the more bizarre their adventures become 
(buying knockoff handbags in a sewer?), the 
more they offer a dead-on portrait of New York. 


>THE NEWCOMERS 

Jeff's pick: The Flash (The cw) 

In a season glutted with comic-book pop, The 
Flash sped ahead with self-assured gusto thanks 
to its breakout star, Grant Gustin, and its smartly 
scaled story about the scarlet speedster’s coming- 
of-age. The supporting cast had great chemistry, 
the tone was a perfect mix of light and heavy, and 
Tom Cavanagh as the puppet-master villain was 
a riveting menace. The time-travel mystery gave 
some people paradox whiplash. But the strong 
character arcs and emotional core survived the 
hot-mess sci-fi. The payoff: an emotional cliff- 
hanger finale that leaves you wanting season 2 
ASAP. Use the speed force, writers! 


Melissa’s pick: Empire (Fox) 

Best might not be the first word that comes to 
mind when you’re talking about the story of hip- 
hop mogul Lucious Lyon (Terrence Howard), his 


>THE COMEDIES ' fur-coated ex Cookie (Taraji P Henson), and their 
Jeff's pick: Parks and Recreation (NBC) Jeff's pick: sons. Sensational? Yep. Scandalous? Uh-huh. 
The sly and sweet sitcom finished its six-year run Ripon Sonn, idt Boo-boo-kitty crazy? You bet. But hidden behind 
with a three-year time jump that succeeded like a (Netflix) Empire's outrageousness—the GIF-able moments 


trickle-down tax cut. The concept energized the 
writing, which in turn galvanized the cast and 
produced a lively final bow that reaffirmed every- 
thing distinctive and joyous about the series: the 
optimism, the portrait of a dynamic community, 
the character-based comedy. There were classics 


(Cookie catfight!), outta-nowhere cameos 
(Courtney Love?), and WTF plot twists (a quasi- 
incestuous hookup, an attempted murder, and a 
miraculous recovery from a terminal illness...all 
in one ep?)—was a superbly acted drama with 
things to teach us about homophobia in the hip- 
hop community and the power of love in black 


amid the larger whole, like the show-within- aa 

Melissa’s pick: a ; ; : 
a-show “The Johnny Karate Super Awesome Better Call Saul families. It’s the rare prime-time soap that’s just 
Musical Explosion.” The finale was a poignant (AMC) as fun to think about as it is to watch. & 


NBC; BROAD CITY: ALI GOLDSTEIN/COMEDY CENTRAL; THE FLASH: CATE CAMERON/THE CW; EMPIRE: CHUCK HODES/ 


JUSTIFIED: PRASHANT GUPTA/FX; THE AMERICANS: PATRICK HARBON/FX; PARKS AND RECREATION: CHRIS HASTON/ 
FOX; UNBREAKABLE KIMMY SCHMIDT: ERIC LIEBOWITZ/NETFLIX; BETTER CALL SAUL: LEWIS JACOBS/AMC 
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really very clear just how strik- 
ing that resemblance was, and 

so we thought, “Let’s just go for 
it.” And then from that, the whole 
doppelginger idea was born and 
the story just took off. 

DOBREV When | first got the 
pilot, I was Elena. There was no 
Katherine. And then they started 
talking about this Katherine 
character and I would go to Julie 


| EW EXIT INTERVIEW | 


The Vampire Diaries: 
Nina Dobrev’s Final Entry 


For six seasons, Elena Gilbert has been the beating heart of The CW’s bloody, sexy 
series. With star Nina Dobrev departing the show on May 14, she and executive 
producer Julie Plec look back at the moments that mattered. -SAMANTHA HIGHFILL 


>The casting process 

JULIE PLEC The funniest story 
about the first impression of 

Nina is that she didn’t make an 
impression. None of us remem- 
bered seeing her for the first time, 
and then she put herself on tape 
and she basically had the job from 
that minute forward. 

NINA DOBREV This was my first 
pilot season ever, actually. I had just 
finished Degrassi, and I decided to 
move to L.A. and give it a shot. I did 
an audition tape because I didn’t 
feel good about my first audition. 
As a Canadian, that’s the only way 
you get a job in the States. 

> Shooting the pilot 

PLec [I remember] the moment 
when she is sitting at the window 
at the very end of the show 

and Stefan appears outside and 
she runs and opens the door 

and looks at him and the whole 
moment is so fraught with con- 
nection and romance. When she 
did it the first time, her look was 
so epic and I said to her, “You’re 
20 years old, how did you know 
what to give in that moment?” 
And she said, “Well, you said you 
saw their relationship like the 
characters in The Notebook, so I 
was giving you The Notebook.” 
DOBREV I love The Notebook, 

and I know an epic love story 
when I see one. 

> Introducing doppelganger 
Katherine Pierce (one of 
several Dobrev would play) 
pLec In the books all they ever 
said was “She bears a striking 
resemblance to Elena.” It wasn’t 


(From top) Nina 
Dobrev in the 
pilot; with lan 
Somerhalder; 
with executive 
producer 
Julie Plec 
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and be like, “You going to get 
Emmanuelle Chriqui to play 
Katherine? Because people say 
that we look alike. I think you 
should get her.” I was actually 
pitching Emmanuelle Chriqui. 

> Saying goodbye 

DOBREV It’s not something we 
decided last minute. It’s been a 
couple of years. Not that I knew for 
sure. On my last day, one of my 
good friends who works in the 
props department gave me the 
Elena diary as a goodbye gift, but 
it wasn’t empty. It was filled with 
pictures of the last six years and 
every person in the cast had a page 
in the book, almost like a yearbook. 
That was the greatest gift that I 
could’ve gotten—my diary from 
the show that has made me who I 
am today, filled with all the people 
that are most important to me. 

> Going forward 

without Dobrev 

PLEc It never occurred to us [to 
end the show]. Not because we 
don’t think the character is vital 
but because we think that losing 
the character from the show actu- 
ally creates a tremendous amount 
of emotional opportunity and story 
for all these other characters that 
we love just as much. It didn’t feel 
like it was time to be done. There's 
a whole new mythology that we 
have teed up. We even have a pitch 
for how season 7 can launch us into 
season 8. Emotionally I wish we 
still had her, but creatively I do feel 
like there’s an absolute ton of story 
left to tell and a lot of really terrific 
actors and characters that we love 
who are willing to stay to do it. 
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ROLE CALL 


BILL PAXTON 
REWINDS 


The 60-year-old actor portrays Lone Star State hero— 
and distant relative—Sam Houston in the History mini- 
series Texas Rising (debuting May 25), about how his 
forces fought back after the Alamo. Paxton recalls the 
other roles he was seemingly born to play. —CLARK COLLIS 


WEIRD SCIENCE 1985 


Paxton began his career work- 
ing in the art department on 
low-budget flicks like 1981’s 
Alien rip-off Galaxy of Terror, 
whose second-unit director 
was a guy named James 
Cameron. But his big acting 
break came as Chet, the 
bullying older brother of Ilan 
Mitchell-Smith’s nerd hero in 
this John Hughes movie. Just 
how awful was Chet? At one 
point he asks his hungover 
sibling if he would like “a nice 
greasy pork sandwich served 
in a dirty ashtray.” “Me and 
my older brother, if we were 
hungover, my father liked to 
needle us,” says Paxton. “That 
was one of his stock lines.” 


@ ALIENS 1986 


After Cameron found success 
with 1984's Paxton-featuring 
The Terminator, the director 


Photograph by MICHAEL MULLER 


cast him again in this Alien 
sequel. Paxton is unforgettable 
as panicky space marine 
Private Hudson (“Game over, 
man! Game over!”), who is rep- 
rimanded by Michael Biehn’s 
Corporal Hicks. It’s been 
reported that director Neill 
Blomkamp (District 9) wants 

to literally revive Hicks in a 
proposed fifth franchise entry. 
Does this mean we might see 
the also deceased Hudson 
again, too? “That's the first I’ve 
heard of that,’ says Paxton. 
“Maybe. | mean, if you’re going 
to bring Hicks back, you've 
got to have Hudson!” 


TWISTER 1996 


Jan de Bont (Speed) directed 
this action movie about storm 
chasers, which saw Paxton’s 
character driving through a 
tempest of ice. “In front of us 
is an 18-wheel flatbed truck 


Pd al 
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with 400-pound blocks of ice 
being fed into a chipper, and 
it’s shooting onto this red 
pickup I’m driving,” recalls 
Paxton. “I hand over the 
wheel, and | climb up through 
the back, and I’m getting hit 
with all these pieces of ice. | 
look over at the camera car, 
and Jan pulls off his helmet 
and he says, ‘You do it, | do it!’” 


TITANIC 1997 


Cameron once again cast the 
actor, this time as a modern- 
day deep-sea treasure hunter. 
“| had shot my scenes and | 
went down to visit Jim in Mex- 
ico,” he says. “There he was on 
a construction crane, and there 
were 600 extras scrambling 
toward the stern. I’m just 
going, ‘Oh my God!’ | knew 
this was going to be huge.” 


A SIMPLE PLAN 1998 


Things go horribly wrong for 
two brothers, played by Pax- 
ton and Billy Bob Thornton, in 
this underrated snowbound 
thriller. “We were shooting a 
scene and it was getting 

dark and it came to my close- 
up and | sounded a little like 
Sylvester Stallone,” says Pax- 
ton. “My face was that cold.” 


BIG LOVE 2006-11 


Appropriately enough, the 
actor received three Golden 
Globe noms for playing a 
polygamist businessman with 
three wives (Chloé Sevigny, 
Jeanne Tripplehorn, and 
Ginnifer Goodwin) on the HBO 
drama. “Ginnifer’s audition, she 
came in and she sat right on 
my lap and just—God—she just 
gave me this kiss. [Laughs] It 
made me blush! And | thought, 
‘That gal’s got moxie!’” 


©HATFIELDS & 
McCOYS 2012 


Texas Rising is Paxton’s second 
History miniseries. This one 
tells the tale of the two 
famously warring clans. And 

it was filmed in Transylvania. 
Transylvania? Did Paxton see 
any creatures of the night? “Oh, 
yeah,” he says. “| didn’t sleep 
with my window open, because 
| had a bat fly into my room.” 
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What to Watch 


A DAY-TO-DAY GUIDE TO NOTABLE PROGRAMS* BY RAY RAHMAN 


LATE SHOW WITH 
DAVID LETTERMAN 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 | 11:35PM-12:37AM | CBS 


Late-night television as it’s been defined for decades comes 
to an end when David Letterman, the last of the great old 
talk-show hosts, signs off after 35 years of Stupid Pet Tricks, 
Top Ten Lists, and unforgettable, indelible pop moments. We 
remember the many Lettermans who engaged us and moved 
us, each one an admirable risk-taker. The untraditional tradi- 
tionalist Dave, who subverted conventions and connected 
with hipsters raised on TV and wise to it. The lovable loser 
Dave, who lost The Tonight Show to some unworthy what’s- 
his-name. The vulnerable, venerable Dave, who grieved 9/11 
with us and shared his personal mess with us, be it an affair 
or his unwinnable war with his hair. In Dave we trusted, 
perhaps more than we ever thought we would. With Dave 
we laughed and cried. Expect to do so again, one last time, 
when he says goodbye. —Jefrsensen 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Season Premiere 
American Dad! 


9-9:30PM | TBS 


What goes up must come down: After 
being chucked into space, the stoner 

Jeff (Jeff Fischer) returns to the planet 
and arrives at the Smith household's 
doorstep. Hayley (Rachael MacFarlane), 
of course, is thrilled, but Roger (Seth 
MacFarlane) is less so: “Is that the guy 
from Panera Bread?” he wonders. It’s not, 
though it’s not exactly the same Jeff, 
either—space has changed him. He no 
longer smokes weed or likes jam bands. 
This thread leads to a galactic conspiracy 
that’s a little lighter on jokes than you'd 
expect, especially given the show’s pen- 
chant for gag-a-minute pacing; even a 
Sinbad cameo, which would normally be 
an American Dad! layup, falls flat. 


Series Finale 


The Following 


8-10PM | FOX 


Season Premiere 
» The Bachelorette 


9:01-11PM | ABC 


The two-hour 

finale finds Hardy 
making the ultimate 
sacrifice. He's 
giving up carbs! 


Season Finale 


» Mike & Molly 


8:30-9PM | CBS 


Mike and Molly take 
an anniversary 
cruise. Ah, what's 
more romantic 
than seasickness, 
food poisoning, 
and shuffleboard? 


Southern Rites 
9-10:30PM | HBO 


The John Legend- 
produced doc looks 
at race relations in 
southeast Georgia. 
I'm betting the rela- 
tions are...not good? 


In a first, the suitors 
will decide between 
two Bachelorettes. 
One will win, and 
the other will have 
to stay on the show. 


FIT FOR A QUEEN 


» RuPaul’s 
Drag Race 


9-10PM | LOGO 


The contestants 
compete in the 
final challenge: 
joining the Peace 
Corps! Kidding— 
they’re doing a 
music video. 


- 


is 
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What to Wateh 


TUESDAY MAY 19 


Season Finale 


» The Flash 


» Community 
STREAMING 


YAHOO SCREEN 


It’s the big paintball 


episode, with guest 
appearances from 
Kumail Nanjiani 
and Mitch Hurwitz. 


Pop pop! 


Season Finale 
» The Voice 


8-9PM | THE CW 


9-11PM | NBC 


If you could go back in time and change 
the tragic injustice that made you who you 
are, for better and for worse, would you? 
Should you? The Flash's spectacular 
season finale sprints right toward this 
question, and the collision produces 
game-changing sparks and vibrant energy. 
The time-travel paradoxes will make your 
head spin. Roll with them. The best special 
effects are emotional. Grant Gustin caps 
off a breakout year by nailing a scene that 
powerfully sums up his heroic arc. Tom 
Cavanagh acts his face off, rationalizing 
the complexities of the villainous Professor 
Wells. All this, plus wormholes, weddings, 
and fanboy winks galore. | have no idea 
where The Flash will go from here. | just 
know | want to see it now. A- —Jeff Jensen 


Carson Daly crowns 
the season's winner. 
The losers will all 

be stuffed back into 
Pharrell’s hat. 


» Younger 


10-10:30PM | TV LAND 


Liza goes to her 
New Jersey book 
club. Selections 
include A Shore 
Thing, Confessions 
of a Guidette, and 
other works by 
Snooki, the state’s 
poet laureate. 


WEDNESDAY MAY 20 


Season Premiere 
» MasterChef 


8-10PM | FOX 


The cooking competition 
series adds a dash of sugar— 
and spice—to its sixth season 
with new judge Christina Tosi, 
a James Beard award-winning 
pastry chef and owner of NYC 
dessert destination Milk Bar. 
“My judging style is a lot like 
my personality,” says Tosi, who 
fills Joe Bastianich’s vacancy. 
“I'm hard but soft. I'm scary 
but friendly.” And given Tosi’s 
baking background, expect 

to see even more confection- 
based challenges on the menu, 
including one involving a 
signature Milk Bar treat. Oh, 
how sweet it is! —Amy Wilkinson 


Season Finale 
» Survivor 


8-10PM | CBS 


Someone from the 
white-collar, blue- 
collar, or no-collar 
tribe will win. Mean- 
while, the Italian- 
spread-collar tribe 
will look on with 
mild amusement as 
they take another 
sip of espresso. 


Season Finale 
» Modern Family 


9-9:31PM | ABC 


It’s Alex’s graduation 
day, and Claire is 
fretting about what 
to get her. How 
about one of those 
spare Emmys lying 
around the house? 


WEDNESDAY 20 (cont.) 


Series Debut 
» 500 Questions 


8-9PM | ABC 


“Any idea that this is some 

sort of little parlor game that 
you have a dabble at is abso- 
lute crap, if | may use an 
unsuitable word,” says Richard 
Quest. The CNN business 


THURSDAY 


ADVERTISEMENT 


journalist is the host of a 
unique nine-night quiz show, 
which pits brainiacs against 
one another in a trivia war. 
“We start with 28 contes- 
tants,” explains Quest. “That is 
what I'd call the gene pool—or 
genius pool. And then we 
watch them wilt. Three wrongs 
and they're gone, and there's 
always a challenger waiting in 
the wings. They've seen Who 
Wants to Be a Millionaire, 

with all its multiple choice, or 
Jeopardy!, where 50 correct 
answers would be great. 
Here, that’s only 10 percent 
of the way!” —Joe McGovern 


Series Debut 
» Between 


» Wayward Pines 


STREAMING | NETFLIX 


9-10PM | FOX 


The town of Pretty Lake suffers froma 
mystery plague: Everyone older than 21 is 
dropping dead for no apparent reason. But 
the younger residents (including iCarly's 
Jennette McCurdy) have bigger problems. 
On top of the military-patrolled barricade, 
the survivors have to contend with awkward 
dialogue (“Plenty of people have given 
childbirth at home”) and a story that forces 
them into situations without explanation or 
motivation. Despite the intriguing premise, 
Between’s writing winds up being as deadly 
as the show's virus, except this sickness 
affects viewers of all ages. C- —Kevin P Sullivan 


Ethan discovers why everyone 
in Wayward Pines has to pick up 
their phone when it rings. The 
town is actually a high-volume 
customer-service center! 


» Louie 


10:30-11PM | FX 


In the first half of a two-parter 
(the second airs next week), 
Louie hits the road. But first, he’ll 
pack his suitcase full of plain 
black T-shirts. 
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What to Wateh 


KIRKMAN: COURTNEY CHAVANELL/NETFLIX; KIDNAPPED: THE HANNAH ANDERSON STORY: JACK ZEMAN/LOGO; ORPHAN BLACK: NINO MUNOZ/BBC AMERICA; VEEP: PATRICK HARBRON/HBO; HAPPYISH: SHOWTIME 


FRIDAY MAY 22 


» Jen Kirkman: I'm Gonna Die Alone 
(and I Feel Fine) 


STREAMING | NETFLIX 


Over the past few years, comedian Jen Kirk- 
man has primarily centered her stand-up 
on the ideas put forth in her best-selling 
book, I Can Barely Take Care of Myself: Tales 
From a Happy Life Without Kids. Her new 
special puts a biting exclamation point on 
the stridency with which people insist that 
having children is the only path to content- 
ment and the condescending pity that her 
breeding friends heap on her as a 40-year- 
old divorcée. For all her frustration, Kirk- 
man never lapses into outright negativity, 
instead choosing to make clear-eyed (and 
hilarious) observations about marriage 
equality and the “cougar” title. I’m Gonna 
Die Alone solidifies Kirkman’s status as the 
sharpest talent to emerge from the ashes 
of Chelsea Lately. A- —Kyle Anderson 


» Veep 


SATURDAY MAY 23 


» Kidnapped: 
The Hannah 
Anderson Story 


8-10PM | LIFETIME 


They made a movie 
about the 2013 
abduction of a 
16-year-old girl by 
her family friend, so 
you should proba- 
bly go ahead and 
open that second 
bottle of wine. 


» Orphan Black 


9-10PM | BBC AMERICA 


Donnie and Alison 
(right) try to take 
their moneymaking 
scheme to the next 
level. “Buy four 
clones, and the 
fifth one is on the 
house!” 


SUNDAY MAY 24 


Season Finale 

» The Universe: 
Ancient Mysteries 
Solved 


9-10PM | HISTORY 


The show ends the 
season with a look 
at feats of Roman 
engineering, such 
as aqueducts, 
dams, and Russell 
Crowe's biceps 

in Gladiator. 


» The Graham 
Norton Show 


10-11PM | BBC AMERICA 


Love what James 
Corden’s been 
doing over at 
CBS? This British 
guy did it first! 


» Oprah: Where 
Are They Now? 


10-11PM | OWN 


We find out what 
singer Lisa Loeb 
has been up to all 
these years. | guess 
she didn’t...stay? 


Pilate’s fate takes a 
turn for the worse. 
Man, you allow the 
son of God to be 
crucified one time, 
and people never 
let you forget it... 


» Game of Thrones 


9-10PM | HBO 


10:30-11PM | HBO 


Jon prepares for 
conflict, just as he’s 


Since the national convention, Selina (Julia Louis-Dreyfus) has been 
riding high with a running mate whom the people love—possibly 


been doing every 
day since birth. 


too much. According to series creator Armando Iannucci, the initial 


idea behind Hugh Laurie's Sen. Tom James was to bring in the kind 
of politician Veep fans aren't used to seeing. “One character that 
we've never had before is someone who's actually rather good,” 

he says. “That doesn’t mean that they’re infallible or that there isn’t 
another side to them.” Viewers will begin to see that other side 
tonight as James makes his first major campaign gaffe during a 
town-hall meeting. And as anyone familiar with Veep’s cringe- 
inducing humor knows, it probably won't be his last. —Kevin P Sullivan 


Series Finale 
» Battle Creek 


10-11PM | CBS 


came to town. “Well, 
it sounded better 
than Schitt’s Creek.” 


Milt reveals why he 


» A.D. The Bible Season Premiere 

Continues » #RichKids of 

9-10PM | NBC Beverly Hills 
10-11PM | E! 


Followed closely by 
#TiredMaids of L.A. 


RAIL TALK 


-»Happyish 
9:30-10PM 
SHOWTIME 


Thom learns a life 
lesson whena 
train strikes and 
kills a commuter. 
The lesson: Start 
taking the bus. 


Season Finale 
» The Lizzie 
Borden Chronicles 


10-11PM | LIFETIME 


Lizzie rushes to 
Boston after hear- 
ing about her sister 
Emma’s situation. 
Someone's got to 
save her from that 
job at Wahlburgers! 


» Penny Dreadful 
10-11PM | SHOWTIME 


Vanessa, Ethan, 
Lyle, and Sembene 
all gather at Sir 
Malcolm’s mansion, 
where something 
troubling lurks. 
“Oh, no,” Ethan 
says in terror 

as the truth sets 

in. “He wants to 
play Yahtzee.” 
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By Kyle Anderson 
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Brandon Flowers 


The Desired Effect 


HOULD THE OTHER GUYS in the 

Killers be worried? Sure, frontman 

Brandon Flowers has put out a well- 

received solo album before (2010’s 

Flamingo), and he’s given no indica- 
tion that he wants to leave the band with whom 
he’s spent 15 years and sold more than 20 million 
albums. But based on The Desired Effect, he’s 
having way more fun with his side piece than 
he is at home. 

Effect telegraphs a freewheeling kind of joy 
that Flowers hasn’t shown since the Killers’ 
earliest days. (It was certainly missing on their 
mildly slogging 2012 effort, Battle Born.) He’s still 
obsessed with all the grand melodic possibilities 
of arena-size slabs of ’80s cheese, but his heart- 
on-sleeve fandom is so passionate that it makes 
sounds borrowed from the hummable world- 
beat of Peter Gabriel (“Between Me and You”), 
U2’s juke-joint era (“Dreams Come True”), and 
breathless Duran Duran poses (“Can’t Deny My 
Love”) feel futuristic and fresh. Partial credit 
goes to the keyboard-tied all-star team he 
assembles here, including Bruce Hornsby and 
Pet Shop Boy Neil Tennant. And producer Ariel 
Rechtshaid deftly translates the stadium sprawl 
of mid-period Fleetwood Mac and Tom Petty 
into focused pop grenades, just as he did for 
Haim on their acclaimed debut. 

But it’s Flowers’ unique presence—equal parts 
Wild West underdog and glitzy glam messiah— 
that really transforms EHffect’s Reagan-era throw- 
backs into forward-thinking Instagram-age rock. 
“Tt ain’t that strange/ 

Any boy can change,” he 
notes on “Diggin’ Up the BEST TRACKS 


» Ty, : STILL WANT YOU 
Heart.” It’s a line Flow- A groovy, reggae- 


ers may have to use on kissed rave-up 
the bros he left behind to 

lain just how life- THE WAY IT’S 
oe aS OW ALWAYS BEEN 
changing this semester A lush elegy for 
abroad has been. A= old Las Vegas 
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DAN MONICK 


Jamie Foxx Shows His Soul 


The Oscar-winning actor is moonlighting in music once again: His 
fifth album, Hollywood: A Story of a Dozen Roses, drops May 18. 
He talks to EW about looking for love in La-La Land, disobeying 
his grandma, and fanning out on Prince. -KYLE ANDERSON 


What's the story behind 
the Hollywood title? 

The song “Hollywood” has 
the DNA of [my life]. How 
do you find love in a place 
where [everything] is so 
temporary, where you're 
just another rung for some- 
one to get up to another 
place? Living here, by now 
| should have that person 
I’m looking to get ready to 
move into the next chapter 
of my life with. 

Two of your albums 

have gone platinum, but 
you're still primarily 
thought of as an actor. 
What do you find in 
music that you don’t get 
from acting or stand-up? 
Music crosses everything. 
It’s international. To be 
somewhere outside of the 
country and see people 
singing your music— 
there's nothing like that. 
Stand-up is only going to 
work for people that 


understand you. With a 
movie, sometimes people 
don’t get it. But music is 
universal. To be able to do 
that is the flyness. 

What did you listen to 
growing up? 

| grew up on church 
music. My grandmother 
wouldn't allow secular 
music. She'd say, “I don’t 
allow that devilment in 
here!” So | would listen 

to Fred Hammond and the 
[Great] Commission and 
the Winans. 

When did you start to 
get into poppier stuff? 
Eighth grade is when | 
really caught the bug. | 
would sneak away and 
listen to Prince. | thought 
he was the most incredi- 
bly prolific writer, the 
greatest musician. | 
studied his music. | knew 
everything. Even when 

| met him | was like, “I 
know all your B sides!” 


So you've hung out with 
him. How was that? 

It was great—and then it 
got bad. It was New Year's 
Eve in 1998, and [longtime 
Prince collaborators] the 
Time were performing in 
Las Vegas. | see Prince 
and | almost started 
crying. He’s like, “What's 
the matter?” | was like, “I 
love you, man!” | asked to 
take a picture and he’s 
like, “I really don’t do those 
things.” So | was alittle 
hurt. It wasn’t like | was 
just some bum! But it 
was still incredible. 

How was his 
performance? 

He played the guitar and 
just killed. He came out 
wearing purple feathers. 
It's amazing when a man 
can rock feathers and still 
look fly. He was like, “Just 
grab me some feathers. 
Are those feathers? Just 
dye them purple!” 


The #1 New York Times bestseller 
now in paperback from 


STEPHEN 


KING 


“A fresh 


adrenaline rush of 


terror... VINTAGE KING.” 
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: 


—People 
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tenet, moving ma terrifying” 


—New York Daily News 


Coming in 
June from 
SCRIBNER 


FINDERS : 
KEEPERS 


ww a mtactors ¢ 


Also available as an audiobook and an ebook. 


StephenKing.com 


#/OfficialStephenKing #@StephenKing 


( _), GALLERY BOOKS 


SimonandSchuster.com 
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FIVE MORE 
MEMORABLY 
RETRO VIDEOS 


he 


Annie Lennox 
“Walking on Broken 
Glass” (1992) 
Powdered wigs galore— 
and John Malkovich 
reprises his Dangerous 
Liaisons bad-aristo role. 


os 


STYLE 


\J 
Christina Aguil 
BRITNEY AND IGGY’S “PRETTY GIRLS” si'< 
tina dons fu Ss 
At 24, Iggy Azaleais hardly oldenoughtoremember scrunchies—but that didn’t stop Sate rents a 
her from going full 90s in last year’s smash Clueless redux “Fancy.” Nowsheand Britney with an aughties wink. 
Spears, 33, head even further backin the videofor their bouncy single “Pretty Girls.” Stylist ————— 


Alejandra Hernandez walks EW through the duo’s totally tubular inspirations. -NINA TERRERO 


THE PERFECT PAIR 
> be / Al 
Beastie Boys 
: “Sabotage” (1994) 
J Then-unknown director 
4 Spike Jonze made ‘70s 
, cop shows cool again. 


= 
NOT-SO- i CHEAP THRILLS 
BASIC : 


BLUE JEANS 
} 


Weezer 

“Buddy Holly” (1994) 
Jonze again, putting 
the band in a trippy, 
cardigan-y ‘5Os-via-’70s 
Happy Days time warp. 


CULT CLASSIC Ariana Grande feat. 


Iggy Azalea and Big 
Sean “Problem” (2014) 
A swirling ‘60s redux 
brimming with Laugh- 
In graphics and go-go 
boots made for walking. 
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“ALL THE MAGAZINES LOVE!” 
One place. One price. Unlimited access. 
Try it for free at nextissué:com x 
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MINDFUL 
REVOLUTIO 


STARTED READING the new Clive Barker book on 

my lunch break. Don’t make the same mistake; 

your stomach will never forgive you. In the first 20 

pages, the prologue piles gore atop grotesquerie 

atop body-horror delirium. “Surely a faster 
autopsy had never taken place”—that’s about the only thing 
this magazine can print. 

Our world would be much drabber without Barker, whose 
career over the decades has branched across prose, painting, 
cinema, theater, videogames, and even action figures. 
The basic tropes of Barkerism don’t change: Ornate 
BDSM-inflected sexuality commingles with decadent 
Judeo-Christian anti-theology; campy Harlequin romance 
and gritty detective noir segue into porno-horror featuring 
Lovecraftian monsters and oceans of blood. And The Scarlet 
Gospels is Barker at his most unhinged and indulgent. The 
book unites two of his most famous creations: the demonic 
Pinhead (from the Hellraiser franchise) and the tattooed 
occultist PI Harry D’Amour (played by Scott Bakula in the 
horror noir Lord of Illusions). 

The Scarlet Gospels is pitched as the concluding chapter of 
the Hellraiser mythos. Better, I think, to read it as a culmina- 
tion of his unique fascinations. Back in 2012 he spent a week 
inacoma following what he called “a nearly fatal case of toxic 
shock.” That health scare may explain why Gospels dives 
deeper into the afterlife than any of Barker’s previous works. 

There’s a renewed urgency, too—an urgency that occasion- 

|’ he S carlet ally feels just plain sloppy. Barker is in his wheelhouse writing 

about Pinhead, the oddly charming megamurderer. But the 

G | novel, which spends too long on D’Amour and a vaguely 

O Sp e S defined investigation subplot, doesn’t take off until the author 

. plunges wholeheartedly into hell itself, replete with monsters 

Clive Barker and Boschian landscapes. It’s Barker 

eo THE OPENING LINE Unbound—and not for everybody. 

By Darren Franich “After the long (Spoiler alert: Quite a bit of skin 

quiet of the gets pulled off.) Yet beneath the 

grave, Joseph mountain of outré horrors, there’s a 

Ragowski gave weird humor underpinning Barker’s 

voice, and it work, a droll self-awareness and a 

was not pleasant, _riotous, do-not-go-quietly energy. It’s 

in either sound a tasty delight—if you can stomach it. 
orsentiment.” BHE GA 
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Reviews Books 


Cooking the Books 


Fancy a good recipe? Then maybe you need anovel. After all, authors have been 
folding recipes into their plots for hundreds of years. So whip up a gingerbread cake or 
French paté with one of your favorite characters. —TINA JORDAN 


VEGETABLE 
APPETIZERS = Ze SIDE DISHES 
Fried green tomatoes Half an avocado 


Fried Green 4 with garnet sauce 
Tomatoes at the eA: MAIN COURSES The Bell Jar 


Whistle Stop Cafe (~~ Duck with mixed oyster stuffing by Sylvia Plath 

by Fannie Flagg Sassafrass, Cypress & Indigo Vegetable samosas 

Blinis by Ntozake Shange The Hindi-Bindi Club 

The Debt to Pleasure ’ ’ ; by Monica Pradhan 

by John Lanchester Chicken with saffron, garlic, lemons, Stuited wenvers 
oil, vinegar, and rosemary The Baklava Club 
Crescent by Diana Abu-Jaber by Jason Goodwin 


Pree ies peat) Quail in rose petal sauce Paves eure Pore 
omegranate soup . e Kill Room by Jeffrey Deaver 
Eanes ae Like Water for Chocolate 

by Marsha Mehran by Laura Esquivel 


French onion soup Roast lamb infused with essence LIGHT 

The Epicure’s Lament of spearmint and roasted garlic DISHES 

by Kate Christensen Three Junes by Julia Glass aprmans it 

Sorrel soup Strong Poison 

Heartburn i“——@ by Dorothy L. Sayers 
Z 

by Nora Miphrom Vis" S Crackers and paté 


Green salad with The Group 
vinaigrette FISH by Mary McCarthy 


Solo by William Boyd Tomato fish stew 


3 E Salad of cranberry 
Joséphine salad Bone in the Throat by Anthony Bourdain beans, diced steak, 


3 : 2 and fresh corn 
ye eee Waees Spit-roasted lobster Sehool Days 
The Ipcress File by Len Deighton by Robert B. Parker 


Clam chowder ; 
Moby-Dick by Herman Melville Bouillabaisse 
Saturday by lan McEwan 


Gazpacho 
Iberia by James Michener 


DESSERT 


Polka dot brownies : Snow candy : Sweet potato pie : Kirsch-soaked 
Deadeye Dick : Little House in the H World of Pies : pineapple ona bed of 
by Kurt Vonnegut : Big Woods by Laura i by Mary Stolz : tangerine sorbet 

i : Ingalls Wilder 3 : The Book of Salt 
Gingerbread : : Cheese platter ? by Monique Truong 


cake : Chocolate cake ‘The Belly of Pari i 
DeNoous: i «Spiked with ginger : by Emile Zola : Aplate of madeleines 
by Ruth Reichl : — Mangoes and Quince ; : The Hundred-Foot Journey 


by Carol Field by Richard C. Morais 
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Reviews Books 


New in 


Paperback 


From gripping memoirs to supernatural 


tales, there’s something for every bookshelf 


right now. —ISABELLA BIEDENHARN 


The Bloody 
Chamber 


Angela Carter 


Just in time for the 
75th anniversary of 
Carter's birth, Penguin 
has released a 

deluxe edition of her 
masterpiece, a bold 
collection of short 
stories tinged with 
the supernatural. 


The Red Road 
Denise Mina 

Police detective Alex 
Morrow must serve 
as a witness in the 
trial of a vicious arms 
dealer, investigate a 
shady lawyer, and, 
on top of all that, 
cope with her own 
family drama. 


The Good Spy 
Kai Bird 

The Pulitzer winner 
paints a riveting por- 
trait of the too-short 
life of CIA operative 
Robert Ames, who 
became one of our 
most successful intel- 
ligence officers in the 
Middle East by build- 
ing deep friendships. 


The Complete 
Patrick Melrose 
Novels 

Edward St. Aubyn 


For the first time, 

all of the novels in 

St. Aubyn’s acclaimed 
and wildly enter- 
taining series—Never 
Mind, Bad News, 
Mother's Milk, Some 


DENISE MINA a 


lt THE GOOD SP all 


ws 


My Salinger fear 


Michael Hastings 
Q..0¢ 44a 


JOANWA RAKOFF e’ 


Hope, and At Last— 
constitute one volume. 


Not My 
Father's Son 
Alan Cumming 
At turns witty and 
heartbreaking, Cum- 
ming’s memoir follows 
the actor as he solves 
a family mystery. 


My Salinger Year 
Joanna Rakoff 


In this charming, 
vibrant memoir, Rakoff 


puts her dreams of 
being a poet on 

hold and takes a job 

at a storied literary 
agency, where she 
answers J.D. Salinger’s 
fan mail. 


A View of the 
Harbour 
Elizabeth Taylor 
Relationships and 
rumors swirl around 
the intriguing char- 
acters ina run-down 
and old-fashioned 
seaside town. 


The Last 
Magazine 
Michael Hastings 
After journalist Has- 
tings’ untimely death 
in 2013, the manu- 
script of a finished 
novel was found in 
his files. The result is 
a funny, searing take- 
down of the news 
industry in print 
journalism’s neyeey: 


Everythin 
Never Tol You 
Celeste Ng 


Ng’s moving debut 
novel tells the story of 
Lydia Lee, the favorite 
child of a Chinese- 
American family in 
Ohio. When Lydia dies, 
her family is forced to 
confront some of its 
long-held secrets. 
The Book of Life 
Deborah Harkness 
The final book in 
Harkness’ best-selling 
All Souls trilogy fea- 
tures historian/witch 
Diana Bishop and 
vampire scientist 
Matthew Clairmont as 
they make a centuries- 
old discovery. 


QUICK TAKES | 


The Millionaire and the Bard 
Andrea Mays 
HISTORY 


This literary investigation 
shows how Gilded Age oil 
titan Henry Clay Folger’s 

» hoarder-like pursuit of 
First Folios resulted in the 
greatest Shakespeare 
collection in the world. Today those First 
Folios—more than 70 in all—are secreted 
away in fireproof underground bunkers 
at Washington's Folger Library. The life of 
a pathological book collector may sound 
boring, but rest assured, it isn’t. Mays’ 
narrative is so fast-moving, and peppered 
with such fascinating detail, that The 
Millionaire and the Bard almost reads like 
a thriller. A —Tina Jordan E 


The Odd Woman and the City 
Vivian Gornick 
MEMOIR 


In an age of often pointless 
confessional writing, 
Gornick remains a master 
of purposeful personal 
narrative. Her “I” is a charac- 
ter, not the subject; her 
writing isn’t a speech, but an open dia- 
logue. Through brief city vignettes (like a 
subway preacher who considers sunscreen 
proof that white people don’t belong on 
Earth), conversations with her pessimistic 
friend Leonard, and wise words from other 
writers, Gornick unfurls musings on the 
meaning of friendship, the comforting hum 
of urban life, and how we define ourselves 
against others. B+ —Isabella Biedenharn E 


Hold Still 
Sally Mann 
MEMOIR 


¢ As aphotographer Mann is 
~ 8 famous—and in some circles, 
> infamous—for feral, beautiful, 
and often nude portraits of 
\ her three young children. Hold 
Still touches on her lingering 
anger and resentment over accusations that 
those works skirted pornography. But the 
memoir mostly delves into a history of the 
colorful clan of Southern dandies, Mayflower 
descendants, and boho eccentrics she sprang 
from, weaving tales of double homicides and 
long-ago sex scandals with thoughts on the 
creative process and a host of gorgeous 
images. It’s all a bit of a ramble, but a winning 
one. B+ —Leah Greenblatt 'E (© 
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NEW ORLEANS & LOUISIANA 


«»s ESSENCE 
Festival 


CS PRESENTED BY 


ESSENCE* CONCERT SERIES JULY 3-5, 2015 
AT THE LOUISIANA SUPERDOME 


THE MUSIC! ENJOY YOUR FESTIVAL FAVORITES 
PLUS NEW PERFORMERS! 


The Louisiana Superdome will rock for 3 nights with more artists and DJs than ever! 
Single night tickets and weekend package tickets are on sale now for 3 nights of 
all-star entertainment under one roof! Your ticket provides access to 5 stages 
of your favorite performers. More artists to be announced. 
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~~ Charlie Wilson * KEM * Common ° India.Arie » Erykah Badu * Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue and more! 


~ >) Bilal ° Jeff Bradshaw * Tonya Boyd-Cannon « Andra Day * Dee-1 * Kool Moe Dee * Raheem Devaughn 
Ivan Neville’s Dumpstaphunk * Doug E. Fresh » Robert Glasper * Goapele « Kindred The Family Soul « Lianne La Havas 
Luenell * Adrian Marcel * Teedra Moses * Mali Music * Mystikal * Nico + Vinz « Kelly Price « Slick Rick * Eric Roberson 
Esperanza Spalding Presents: Emily’s D+Evolution * Sevyn Streeter » Avery*Sunshine ¢ Sza » Tank & The Bangas 
Tweet « Elle Varner and more! 


VIP Package for the Red Carpet Treatment! Be an ESSENCE Festival 
VIP for an All-Access Experience. Package includes the best seats in 
& the Superdome, entry into our VIP Lounge each night and much more! 
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Come aid @ Hewhique cuisine 
and cultufale®periences you'll find 
only in Louisiana. Learn more?” 
and plan your getaway at 
LouisianaTravel.com. 
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Fox cancels The Mindy 

Project, but hopefully, like with 

any good romantic 

comedy, Hulu will rescue it 

after bumping into 

4 it,at a quirky bookstore. 


Taylor Swift’s “Bad Blood” *<« 
video: just one 

Cara Delevingne away from 
a slumber party 


Natalie Portman to play 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Mila 
Kunis to play fun-loving 


party girl Sonia - 
Sotomayor?) “g »* 


Jay Z reportedly buys Adam Levine gets 


Beyoncé a Game sugar-bombed, joining 
of Thrones dragon egg. the ranks of 

“To the left, to the other bombs like 
left,” said Bey, pointing Hot Pursuit and 


toward her collection. | Madonna's last album. 


The Vacation trailer proves 
that Thor’s hammer is no longer his 
most interesting tool. 


A) VALE OF 1XC 
CBS announces — 
2016 Grammys ae . 


. 
moving to 
Monday. 
LL Cool J’s 15 
newsboy cap ci lal * 
still not going OS SK 
Biywhere. SOPHIA ROSSI , 
Fox picks up 
shows with Rob 
The best new book Lowe and John 
for the teen in your life, Stamos. Empire 
assuming they still of a Certain Age is won 


We thought we were 
- done with Revenge— 
“~~, until they teased 

. > us with the idea of 
a Nolan spin-off. 


Ss. 7 know what books are really shaping up! 


For the first time in 22 years, Jodeci 
tops adult R&B charts, inspiring 
long-married couples to do something 


~~ , ) else for the first time in 22 years. 


McDonald's reintroduces 
Hamburglar as 
a hipster suburban dad, 
will appear on 
sexy CW crime thriller 
Grimace in 2016. 


In a week of big superhero 
news, this sequel announcement is 
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pretty /ncredibles. YS 
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Universal Studios to > 

; introduce Nintendo theme- a _ 

Bunce anew park attractions, including ee ane final ee 
A cocker spaniel, a Siamese Janet Jackson ihe giant le Hee aes sn lidie ee 
cat, American Idol: album get shut down kidnaps the prettiest blonde ie 
Aieac if anit, Bhan in your party upon arrival. crowdfund campaign. Just 

things with an average life _ amita, Janet! The biggest new ———— how he would have wanted it. 


expectancy of 15 years TV star next 


68 | EW.COM May 22, 2015 EU eNoruile 


Get the Unlimited* plan named Best Individual 
Plan for Typical Users by MONEY’ Magazine. 


Get 4G LTE coverage on America’s largest and most dependable networks 
for up to half the cost Unlimited talk and text with 3GB of high-speed data 
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MURDER. MADNESS. MANSON. 


DAVID DUCHC 


AQUARIUS 


seca etieu® THURSDAY MAY 28-9/8c &2NBC 


FULL SEASON AVAILABLE ON THE NBC APP & ON DEMAND MAY 29 


